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Five Years of Progress towards Sustainable Palm Oil in 
Africa at CoP26 – November 6, 2021 

Ministers and high-level representatives from Africa have made statements about progress made 
in developing a sustainable palm oil industry in Africa. Marking five years since the signing of the 
‘Marrakesh Declaration for Sustainable Development of the Palm Oil Sector’, governments shared 
milestones in the implementation of commitments made at CoP22 in Morocco in 2016, while 
highlighting the action and financial investment required for future development. 

The statements that follow include establishing governance for international investment; applying 
the principles to other commodities; inclusion of marginalised groups; investment in smallholders to 
boost productivity; tools and approaches such as Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) 
guidelines. 

Under the Marrakesh Declaration, governments committed to principles of sustainable development 
of the sector and protecting forests; good governance, partnership and transparency; while ensuring 
social benefits for farmers and protecting community and human rights. The declaration 
acknowledges the role of agricultural commodity development as a driver of deforestation, while 
emphasizing the critical role of forests and forest conservation in addressing climate change. 

Africa produces 3.5% of the world’s oil palm yet consumes 10%. Governments have recognised the 
potential for growth in production to meet increasing global demand, and to contribute to food 
security and better livelihoods for millions of Africans, while protecting the region’s remaining 
rainforests. Diversification of food production also provides resilience, helping to offset the impact 
of climate change. 

The declaration has been implemented through the Tropical Forest Alliance’s African Palm Oil 
Initiative (APOI), comprised of ten countries in West and Central Africa: Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, Edo State (Nigeria), Gabon, Ghana, Liberia, 
Republic of Congo and Sierra Leone. These countries are at the frontier of palm oil development and 
account for 75% of Africa’s forests. 

“From Marrakesh to Glasgow, we have seen governments take action, engage with communities, 
partner with the private sector, and make real progress towards sustainable palm oil development in 
Africa,” said Abraham Baffoe, Global Director and Africa Director of Proforest, which manages the 
APOI platform. “As we move into the next five years, the focus will be to galvanise further action 
that delivers more impact on the ground in the production landscapes for people, nature and the 
climate. There is a real opportunity to work together to continue the transition to sustainable palm 
oil development in West and Central Africa.” 

“The African Palm Oil Initiative is a truly multi-stakeholder platform, providing a framework for 
governments to engage with local communities and private sector, while giving companies a channel 
to fulfil their commitments to reduce commodity-driven deforestation,” said Justin Adams, Executive 
Director of the Tropical Forest Alliance. “Our shared vision is for a prosperous African palm oil 
industry that brings jobs and wealth to local communities in a way that is environmentally and 
socially sustainable and mitigates climate change by protecting nature and the rich tropical forests of 
the region.” 

https://www.proforest.net/news-events/news/marrakesh-declaration-signed-at-cop22-11216/
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Statements by Ministers Attending CoP26, High-Level 

Representatives and APOI National Platforms 
 

CAMEROON 

National Platform of the African Palm Oil Initiative 
 

The Republic of Cameroon has committed to the long-term governance of the sustainable 
development of palm oil with a national platform to ensure the continuing viability of commitments 
made as part of the African Palm Oil Initiative.   

H. E. Hele Pierre, the Minister of the Environment, Protection of Nature and Sustainable Development, 
signed the decision to create the platform on July 21, 2021. It is a framework for collaboration and 
consultation and to align all stakeholders in the palm oil sector.   

The national platform’s General Assembly is made up of representatives from government, private 
sector, smallholder associations, NGOs, civil society organisations, as well as technical and finance 
partners, who will support the government in its aim to meet national demands, and stop importing 
palm oil as a means to ensure its future food security through sustainable development.  

The platform has been involved in the participatory development of a National Strategy for 
Sustainable Development of the Palm Oil Value Chain (2021 - 2030). This strategy incorporates 
national principles for the promotion of sustainability in palm oil production in Cameroon. 

Key activities and commitments include promoting the reduction of deforestation and forest 
degradation (REDD+), commitment to the national interpretation of RSPO standard, and commitment 
to principles of gender equality, the rights of smallholders, workers' rights and the rights of local and 
indigenous communities as well as their  livelihoods.    

In order to achieve this, the national platform will concentrate on capacity building and institutional 
development, mobilising climate finance and other financial support and ensuring that palm oil 
development takes place in the context of Cameroon’s land use planning reform processes. Capacity 
building includes both technical aspects such as HCV-HCS, and critical social aspects such as Free Prior 
and Informed Consent.  

This builds on many years of work in Cameroon, where APOI stakeholders have worked to better align 
existing initiatives and programmes with the national action plan, such as the REDD+ programme and 
the stakeholders participating in the development of the Accountability Framework Initiative, who 
were invited to be members of APOI. This allows for the pooling of objectives of the various initiatives 
and saves time in the implementation of the APOI action plan. 

Cameroon is also instituting a cross-commodity dialogue to involve the cocoa and rubber sectors, and 
is actively seeking investment to finance this sustainable development pathway. 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

National Platform of the African Palm Oil Initiative 

 

The APOI national platform for the oil palm sector was established by the Minister of Agriculture’s 
Decree. This brings together all stakeholders and meets regularly to promote the sector’s 
development in a way that respects the environment and is socially equitable. 

The APOI process in each country has always been set up to move beyond the creation of principles 
and plans, to the implementation of these sustainability practices in the sector.   

In the Central African Republic this has been done by forging strong strategic alliances with key 
partners, which improved the alignment of partnership efforts, shared goals and shared proposal 
development.  

A collaborative protocol between the national platform and the company, Palm d’Or agribusiness, was 
signed to help build capacity on best management practices in oil palm planting. We will also be rolling 
out HCV-HCS training.  

The Central African Republic is focused on ensuring new production does not lead to deforestation. 
There is huge agro-economical potential in the country, which is badly needed to boost livelihoods 
and living conditions for millions of Central Africans.  

Smallholders will be key to everything we do in our country. The government is very engaged and 
committed to working with smallholders, and we plan to work through the Inter-professional 
Association of Oil-Palm Industry, to bring all associations, cooperatives and the private sector 
together. The Belgium Agency for Development will support the establishment of the Inter-
Professional Association.  

The global COVID pandemic has further exacerbated food insecurity in the country, sharpening the 
focus on the agricultural sector. Sustainable agricultural development is an important aspect of the 
national government’s plans for economic development.  
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

Hon. Jean-Luc Assi, Minister of Environment 
 

Côte d'Ivoire is the second largest producer of palm oil in Africa. The industry provides a livelihood to 
almost 10% of our population, supporting two million Ivorians directly or indirectly. We export nearly 
half of our production to other African countries.  

It is critical that we develop the palm oil industry in a sustainable way – environmentally, socially and 
economically. That is, to meet the growing demand without deforestation, to increase productivity 
while improving livelihoods, and to meet international markets.  

However, it is not the largest agricultural commodity in our economy. Côte d'Ivoire is the world’s 
largest producer and exporter of cocoa, accounting for 40% of national export income.  

As a signatory to the Marrakesh Declaration, we have been a member of APOI since the beginning. 
But we have looked at the implementation of the principles at a national level, in a way that can apply 
to cocoa as well as oil palm.  

As we reflect on five years of progress of the sustainable development of palm oil in Africa, I want to 
share how Côte d'Ivoire has approached this from a landscape level, across commodities, to ensure 
the sustainable development of agro-commodity production for the country and our people.  

We have partnered with government agencies, technical partners and NGOs to ensure we take action 
within the landscape on key issues, such as forest and wildlife conservation, gender equality, 
smallholder training and certification.  

In 2016 we signed a Zero Deforestation Agriculture Agreement with REDD+. Endorsed by the Paris 
agreement, adopted at CoP in 2015, REDD+ is one of the only international initiatives that aims to 
reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation with financial incentives and viable 
alternatives.  

Côte d'Ivoire has invested enormously in our cocoa sector. We are honoured to be here today to 
recognise the five years of further work and investment in our oil palm sector. We see the importance 
of tackling the biggest social and environmental issues within the entire landscape, rather than one 
supply chain.  

We also see the benefit of working with other countries, many represented here today, in West and 
Central Africa, at a regional level, to share what we have learnt, the importance of governance and 
policy support, alongside action plans and implementation.  

We have partnered with international industry bodies, such as RSPO and the Interprofessional 
Association of the Oil Palm Industry, NGOs such as Solidaridad, technical experts like Proforest, and 
local organisations, such as the Village Savings and Credit Association, which was established as part 
of our programme.  

We look forward to the partnership that APOI enables across Africa.   
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

National Platform of the African Palm Oil Initiative 

 

As demand for oil palm soars across the world, The Democratic Republic of Congo is at a critical 
juncture. Most of the land suitable for growing oil palm in the Congo basin is found in the DRC, which 
amounts to about 60% of the roughly 280 million hectares.  

That presents an enormous opportunity as well as many challenges. The Congo basin is one of the 
world’s most biodiverse ecosystems and stores an estimated 25%–30% of the world’s tropical forest 
carbon stocks. This is a huge responsibility, and we have a duty to protect our forests for people today, 
and tomorrow.  

Therefore it is a major milestone to institutionalise the APOI platform at a national level, signalling we 
have regained government commitment to including palm oil production in the national strategy for 
the overall agricultural recovery. 

The national platform has aligned its vision for collective action with the government’s 2020-2030 
strategic national development plan, which has been validated by the government and is currently 
being implemented.  

The APOI platform in turn has aligned its work with DRC’s national 2016-2021 REDD+ readiness 
planning, also with funding from CAFI, as well as the government’s national plan for agricultural 
investment, which is currently undergoing development.  

The platform’s unique position and versatility has allowed it to play a pivotal role in being able to align 
its objectives with all of these different initiatives allowing each to complement the work of the others. 

Smallholders will remain a focus area, as the engine of growth in the region’s palm oil sector. We want 
to ensure we can support smallholder production without the clearing of forests to enable that 
expansion.  

As one of the world’s richest and most diverse forest systems, we must protect our nature, while 
supporting our economy. APOI is one of the vehicles that will enable the DRC to do this.  

 

  



  
https://www.proforest.net  https://www.tropicalforestalliance.org/ 
 

EDO STATE, NIGERIA 

His Excellency Godwin Nogheghase Obaseki, the Governor of Edo State 

 

It is my pleasure to share with you some of the experiences from Edo State, Nigeria in our pursuit of 
sustainable and equitable land use practices in the State. Edo State is a relative newcomer to the TFA 
Africa Palm Oil Initiative, becoming a partner in 2018. Nonetheless, the State’s commitment and 
progress on sustainable oil palm development builds on strong foundations and years of action.  

We have focused our efforts on the importance of integrating palm oil production with forest 
management, using integrated land use planning to systematically support better production and 
conservation. Indeed, Edo State’s very first stakeholder workshop under the APOI to agree on 
Principles and Actions for sustainable oil palm development included both oil palm and forestry 
companies, emphasizing the interconnected nature of the two sectors.  

With the support of Proforest, we carried out a forest cover analysis of the state and the verification 
of this analysis is underway. This is part of my government’s efforts to ensure that our remaining 
forests are protected from agricultural expansion and that only degraded land is earmarked for 
agriculture development.  

One of a number of measures we are taking is the Produce-Protect-Rehabilitate concept that aims to 
ensure that agricultural development – and particularly oil palm – contributes to restoring the forest 
cover of the state. Under this concept, private companies operating in the state will need to provide 
the resources to restore a degraded forest area equivalent to 25% of their land holding.  

This is where we see the strength of public-private-community partnerships, supported by our 
development partners – to protect the remaining forest cover while restoring the degraded areas and 
supporting smallholder farmers. Like many countries in West Africa, we are deeply conscious of the 
need to support smallholder producers to use more sustainable practices and facilitate their market 
access, within the framework of planned and sustainable agricultural and forest sectors.   

We have made adhering to the requirements of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil and the APOI 
principles and actions the norm for palm oil production in Edo State. All palm oil companies operating 
in Edo State are required to be RSPO members and to comply with the RSPO requirements.  

Moreover, through a consultative process, we have developed guidelines in Edo State for ensuring 
there is Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) from indigenous people and local communities before 
agricultural development takes place.  

Our experience in Edo State shows that private sector action can drive sustainable land use, protecting 
and restoring forests and supporting smallholder producers’ and local communities’ livelihoods. 
Strong leadership from the State provides the essential policy and legislative environment that 
underpins this private sector sustainability.   
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GABON 

Hon. Biendi Maganga-Moussavou, Minister of Agriculture 
 

It is my great honour to be here today, representing Gabon but also on behalf of all High Forest Cover 
countries to show by our example how we can achieve sustainable development for our countries, 
improve the livelihoods of our peoples and preserve the rich tropical forests which we have kept safe 
and standing.  Ours is a different story to many countries of the world, and we do not seek to overcome 
decades of deforestation and extraction.  

But we have a unique challenge in that we need to develop our agricultural food security and diversify 
from fossil fuels.  

How can we do this, without destroying our forests? And how can other High Forest Cover countries 
do the same to ensure their sustainable development? 

Gabon has done this, and done this well, by complying with international standards such as RSPO for 
palm oil development, and with HCV and HCS, and taking these standards and making them relevant 
on a national level, such as we did with the RSPO National Interpretation for Gabon. 

Through Gabon’s APOI platform we have been able to arrange capacity building so companies 
operating in Gabon can understand HCV and HCS and how to implement those requirements. And we 
have extended training to smallholders, so they can benefit from the expansion of oil palm too, and 
participate in the market. We’re working with big companies like Olam to make sure that smallholders 
are involved and have the training and inputs needed to make their livelihoods. 

As you’ve been hearing elsewhere at CoP26 with the work the FACT Dialogue are doing, this inclusion 
of smallholders and investment into their livelihoods is going to be one of the critical next steps for 
international companies. Smallholders are critical to the oil palm industry in Africa, and if we just 
allocate land to companies we will inevitably push communities into the forest areas as there will be 
nowhere else for them to farm.  

But if the model includes smallholder development and land is allocated to them then they can get 
regular income from the plantation and enough land to live on and raise their families. When they are 
empowered economically then they also want to protect the forests, they are committed to protecting 
them if they are supported to have decent livelihoods. 

This is how the government of Gabon has been working together with the private sector, with NGOs 
and with communities to ensure that our forests are kept standing. Over the coming years we want 
to scale up this economic development onto savannah, and Gabon will be a leading exporter of palm 
oil by 2025.  

We are looking forward to working with APOI, with the other countries in Africa who have signed up 
to the Marrakesh principles, and we believe we can show the world how you can invest in sustainable 
development which has social and environmental benefits. 
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GHANA 

Hon. Benito Owusu Bio, Deputy Minster for Lands & Natural Resources 

 

CoP represents one of the largest multi-stakeholder platforms in the world – inviting the public and 
private sector to meet, bringing in NGOs and civil society to debate and discuss.  

Ghana’s development of our national platform has also been multi-stakeholder led, not something 
owned by the government, although endorsed and supported by the President and myself in the 
Ministry of Lands & Natural Resources.  

We recognised that the broad spectrum of issues facing the palm oil sector required a decentralized 
body, much like we have for cocoa in Ghana. We also recognised that these same issues occur in the 
production of other commodities. The original Oil Palm Development  Bill that was drafted in 2017 
was expanded to cover other tree crops, and upon being passed by law, we established the Tree Crops 
Development Authority to regulate six commodity supply chains – oil palm, coconut, mango, shea, 
rubber and cashew. 

Tree Crops Development Authority provides a legal and regulatory framework for a sustainable 
national platform. It also now assumes responsibility for the APOI platform. It is important that we 
legislate and manage production supply chains across multiple commodities to reduce the risk of 
deforestation and associated social issues that come along with agriculture commodities production.   

The process has also led to increased adoption and uptake of sustainability requirements including 
tools and approaches for sustainable practices such as Free, Prior and Informed Consent, HCV and HCS 
approaches to agriculture development. 

As a major cocoa producer and exporter, Ghana is also supportive of expanding the Marrakesh 
Declaration to incorporate other commodities and I welcome thoughts from my esteemed fellow 
ministers here today. This means we can create strong linkages between the work already done and 
the progress of the FACT Dialogues, for which Ghana co-chairs the Support to Smallholders working 
group, led by the Forestry Commission.  

This will allow us to continue to tackle the key issues and open up opportunities for growth. In Ghana 
we have made gender equality and social inclusion a real focus of activities and efforts to ensure that 
marginalised groups including women, migrant workers and young people are duly considered.  

Likewise the process has led to increased investment in smallholder schemes by private sector 
companies creating job opportunities, and creating wealth for smallholder farmers who in some cases 
as in Benso Oil Palm Plantations are supporting forest protection. And to support them to build their 
own future, we have provided best management practices training by public and private sector 
partners, ranging from use of fertilizer to boosting plant growth, to help farmers improve productivity 
of their farms.  

We can succeed one farmer at a time. We can progress with one commodity at a time. But we can 
create more impact and scale by working together, across commodities and across borders.  
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LIBERIA 

Hon. Jeanine Milly Cooper, the Minister of Agriculture 

  

Liberia’s journey began before the signing of the Marrakesh Declaration at CoP22 in 2016. More than 
a year before, as my country came out of the Ebola crisis, the first national workshop was held where 
stakeholders did not only agree on National Principles and Actions for responsible oil palm 
development but also agreed that Liberia needed a multi-stakeholder platform to ensure a sustainable 
palm oil industry.  

In our efforts to rehabilitate rather than recreate, the APOI revived the Oil Palm Sector Technical 
Working Group and with UNDP support, restructured to become the National Oil Palm Platform of 
Liberia (NOPPOL), whose outcomes feeds into an inter-ministerial committee that advises the 
president on oil palm issues. 

We are proud to be a signatory of the Marrakesh Declaration for Sustainable Development of the Oil 
Palm Sector in Africa. The process of re-constituting the TFA APOI National Platform in Liberia was 
guided by Regional Principles within the Marrakesh Declaration. I am pleased to be able to represent 
the platform, alongside my colleague in the Forestry Development Authority. Together we have a 
shared National Oil Palm Strategy for Liberia that has been launched by the government.  

We believe in the multi-stakeholder process, and it is the partnership and collaboration between 
government, the private sector, communities and NGOs, that has been at the heart of our success. 
Just last week, we launched the NC3P Cocoa Sector Roadmap; and our teams are working to finalize a 
National Rice Development Strategy. Communities in Liberia have a key stake in our agricultural 
commodity production as land owners as well as producers. This is what I would like to share with you 
today, how we have placed forest protection, local communities, land rights and Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent (FPIC) into the process ensuring that companies and investors seek local 
communities consent before any development is carried out on their customary land.  

The President of Liberia, His Excellency George Weah, signed the Land Rights Act into law in July 2018, 
promising our citizens clarity on fundamental issues, including the land beneath their feet. FPIC is now 
legal required for any and all land allocations. Smallholder development and FPIC are key principles 
written into the Marrakesh Declaration for all developers and investors, for which Liberia has given 
legal and regulatory backing.  

In addition to FPIC, we have ensured that HCV-HCS approaches have been mainstreamed into the 
requirements for any impact assessment for land use. This ensures potential investors are aware of 
all social and environmental risk to the land, the nature and the people who rely on it.  

Multi-stakeholder means every stakeholder, and our communities have the most at stake. We do not 
believe that decisions around customary land can or should be made without communities input or 
consent. It is the people who live on the land who must agree to how that land is used, farmed, 
developed and protected. It is also incumbent on the Government of Liberia to ensure that our 
communities are justly compensated for their continued and able stewardship of valuable and 
renewable ecosystems.  

Giving our people a voice in the development of a sustainable palm oil sector is the key driving 
principle for Liberia and its multi-stakeholder platforms.  
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REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

Hon. Prof. Paul Valentin Ngobo, Minister of Agriculture 

 

What I would like to present to you today is not so much lessons learned from a mature oil palm 
industry in the Republic of Congo, but the opportunity that my country presents.  

The Marrakesh Declaration sent a message: Africa is open for investment in the oil palm sector, 
but will only welcome investments that comply with the principles of sustainability, transparency and 
the protection of forests and human rights as contained in the Declaration.  

My message today is that The Republic of Congo is open for investment in the palm oil sector. While 
still a net importer of palm oil, we have done the hard work to set up the framework and standards 
required. Republic of Congo is home to 10% of total land suitable for oil palm development in the 
Congo basin. We now welcome the development of the sector in a sustainable way. 

 A major achievement in 2018 was the national discussion that culminated in the Minister of State in-
charge of Agriculture, and the Minister in-charge of Land Affairs, signing a Ministerial Order to orient 
palm oil plantations towards savannah regions, thus reducing pressure on forests in the Congo Basin.   

This has been enshrined in law, and we are now progressing towards certification of palm oil produced 
sustainably in our savannah. As a member of APOI since 2018, we have the institutional support and 
governance needed, to partner with investors who want to implement best practice in development 
of the oil palm sector, supporting our smallholder development plan while protecting the forests of 
the country.  

Smallholder farmers in the oil palm value chain in Central Africa play a significant role in the value 
chain but are less influential as actors than their counterparts in West Africa. Smallholder farmers are 
a core part of the opportunity for growth, contributing to the increase in artisanal mills. However, 
smallholders have less access to technical and financial resources, contributing further to the power 
imbalance, and social and environmental risks for the landscape. This is a focus for us going forward. 

In September, the Presidents of Republic of Congo and France signed a Letter of Intent committing 65 
million US dollars for the preservation of the rainforest in the Republic of Congo. This deal is made 
with the Central African Forest Initiative (CAFI). The Marrakesh Declaration was mentioned and APOI 
is referenced as a supporting platform. This is a promising sign of the potential within the Republic of 
Congo to work with international governments, building on the foundation that began five years ago 
in Morocco.   

As we hear from many countries represented today, we have a national platform, national principles 
and an action plan for implementation. We have built capacity across our government and partners 
in HCV-HCS and FPIC to strengthen understanding and enhance delivery, including FPIC national 
guidance – a major achievement and tool for the palm oil industry. We are also working to develop 
climate smart agriculture regulations and evolve our platform to support this in the future.  

We look forward to building on these elements, working alongside other APOI countries and investors, 
so we can build a sustainable palm oil industry in Africa that works for all.  
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SIERRA LEONE 

Hon. Mr. Abu Bakarr Karim, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 
 

It is my great pleasure to be here today to share the successes of the Sierra Leone APOI national 
platform since it was established in 2015. The platform is chaired by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food Security and Co-chaired by the Ministry of Trade and Industry. This reflects the dual 
focus for our multi-stakeholder engagement, encompassing both the forest communities and farmers 
and also the private sector.  

The national platform now comprises 18 member institutions and organisations from government, 
the private sector and civil society. And we are seeing dividends from our efforts to engage and secure 
the support of the private sector.  

The RSPO National Interpretation for Sierra Leone is currently tabled at RSPO Secretariat for Approval. 
This is a major move since the all oil producing companies, including the small holder 
commercialization sector will be guided by this.  

Goldtree Holdings Ltd has recently been granted the “RSPO Certificate”, including “Organic 
certification” meaning they are meeting the standards set by the global Body in the sector, and we 
expect all companies will soon follow.   
 
Our engagement with the private sector starts long before they are producing palm oil, of course. The 
APOI platform has been able to introduce FPIC (Free, Prior and Informed Consent) into the land 
acquisition process for multinational companies, ensuring the process always respects the rights of 
indigenous peoples and local communities. 
 
Another large company, SOCFIN palm oil group, has integrated FPIC, HCV (High Conservation Value) 
and HCS (High Carbon Stock) considerations into their operational management plans as a result of 
training delivered in Sierra Leone. This will help to manage ecosystems, increase forest cover and 
carbon sink, as well as increase biodiversity within the plantations.  
 
We also want a prosperous palm oil industry that provides livelihoods and opportunities for our 
people. We want smallholders to be included in this economy, so they can benefit from the land and 
provide for their children.  

In Sierra Leone the APOI platform has been involved in the setup of five alternative livelihood 
programmes to reduce dependence on the forest for survival and , including beekeeping and 
aquaculture. However, we can expand this to more communities, more smallholders and more regions 
with international investment. 

The private sector is key to this, and I welcome the opportunity to engage with international investors 
here at CoP26 as part of the broader African Palm Oil Initiative. 
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Background Information on APOI and 
the Mararkesh Declaration 

 
It is five years since the Marrakesh Declaration for Sustainable Development of the Palm Oil Sector 
was signed by governments of palm oil producing countries in West and Central Africa during COP22 in 
Marrakesh, Morocco, on 16th November 2016.  

Seven countries committed to one set of principles to guide regional and national production, financial 
investment and private sector engagement in palm oil. The Declaration is a shared vision of a 
prosperous African palm oil industry, which brings jobs and wealth to local communities in a way that 
is environmentally and socially sustainable and protects the rich tropical forests of the region. 

Through the Africa Palm Oil Initiative (APOI), national and sub-national governments in ten countries 
are committed to implementing the Declaration’s principles of sustainability, good governance, 
partnerships, transparency, and the recognition of community and human rights. Supporting farmers’ 
livelihoods and protecting the region’s rich tropical forests are at the heart of actions.  

These ten partners – Cameroon, Central African Republic, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Liberia, Edo State in Nigeria, Republic of Congo and Sierra Leone – are at the 
frontier of palm oil development, accounting for 75% of Africa’s forests.  

Demand is growing for palm oil and although Africa produces 3.5% of the world’s oil palm, it consumes 
10%. The opportunity is there to boost production within the region and meet this growing demand 
for oil palm products sustainably; to contribute to food security and better livelihoods for millions of 
Africans, while protecting the region’s remaining rainforests.   

 

Five Years of Progress 

Five years on, CoP26 allows us an opportunity to recognise the incredible progress made. The 
Marrakesh Declaration, a regional agreement on oil palm, was the first of its kind in Africa for 
agricultural commodity production. 

Ten countries have put this agreement into practice, aligned to national development plans. 
Established as a multi-stakeholder platform APOI has provided a vehicle to bring together 
government, private sector, civil society, and indigenous people and community groups. 

Progress includes bringing forward legislation to protect the most important conservation values in 
the landscape; agreeing national principles and criteria for sustainable palm oil production under the 
umbrella of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil; developing guidelines to make sure that 
communities and indigenous groups understand their land rights and that development only goes 
ahead with their free, prior and informed consent; and focusing on supporting smallholders’ 
involvement in the market. 
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About the Africa Palm Oil Initiative (APOI) 

Palm oil is one of the world’s most important agricultural commodities. The industry has pumped 
billions into the economies of countries such as Indonesia and Malaysia, but its rapid expansion has 
become synonymous with widespread negative environmental and social issues including 
deforestation and conversion of native vegetation alongside labour and human rights concerns. 

To address this in Africa where there was an acceleration of oil palm expansion from the early 2010s, 
the Tropical Forest Alliance (TFA) Africa Palm Oil Initiative (APOI) is contributing to the creation of an 
environment that makes it possible for expansion of oil palm in Africa to be sustainable. The approach 
aims to combine plantation development with smallholder models operating in a way that protects 
forests and human rights and provides local communities with genuine economic opportunities and 
improved livelihoods. 

The Initiative seeks to achieve this through the development and implementation of national and 
regional principles for responsible palm oil development that takes into account the development 
plans of countries in Africa, while addressing environmental targets for reduced deforestation, land 
use and greenhouse gases, and social indicators on issues such as land tenure and the rights of 
indigenous peoples. 

The Initiative brings together partners from ten palm oil-producing countries: Cameroon, Central 
African Republic, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Liberia, Edo State 
in Nigeria, Republic of the Congo, and Sierra Leone. The APOI is a collaboration between African 
governments and the private sector with support from civil society organisations. Stakeholders from 
governments, companies, civil society, and indigenous and local communities work together at 
national and regional levels.  

Today, the Marrakesh Declaration provides a roadmap for APOI countries. While countries determine 
their own approach to achieving sustainable palm oil production, the Marrakesh Declaration 
represents a shared commitment to mitigating the main negative social and environmental impacts.  

The APOI is TFA’s first Signature Initiative; coordinated by Proforest on behalf of TFA in partnership 
with a range of regional and national institutions, with UK aid from FCDO through the Partnership for 
Forests Programme (P4F). The Marrakesh+5 event has also been funded through our work with the 
Forest Governance, Markets and Climate programme, FGMC. 
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Recognising the shared vision for a prosperous oil palm sector in the region that brings jobs and 
wealth to local communities but which is environmentally and socially sustainable and protects Africa’s 
rich tropical forests; 

Noting the importance of the oil palm sector in economic development and in contributing to 
addressing rural poverty;

Emphasising the critical role of forests and forest conservation in addressing climate change;

Acknowledging the role of agricultural commodity development as a driver of deforestation;

Understanding the importance of public-private partnerships in sustainable economic development;

Conscious of the need to promote, foster and accelerate the economic and social development of 
African countries in order to improve the living standards of our peoples and ensure food security 
and nutrition;

Considering the relevant international and regional treaties and conventions that the signatories have 
ratified and reaffirming the need to deliver on the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 Marrakesh Declaration for
Sustainable Development of the Oil Palm Sector in Africa 

Signed at the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
Twenty-Second Session of the Conference of the Parties

Bab Ighli, Marrakesh, Morocco
10.30 am, 16th November 2016

Preamble



A. Work with partners, including the Tropical Forest
Alliance 2020, to fully implement national action
plans for sustainable oil palm sector development
that take account of the ambitious development
plans of countries in Africa, while addressing both
environmental targets for reduced deforestation and
low carbon development, respecting national land
use plans and also important social indicators such as
land tenure and the rights of local communities and
indigenous peoples.

B. Place the following underlying principles as the
foundation of this Declaration for our respective oil
palm sectors:

i. Sustainability (economically viable, socially
responsible and environmentally acceptable);

ii. Good governance and the prudent
stewardship of our natural resources;

iii. Transparency;

iv. Recognition of community and human rights;

v. Collaboration and partnerships; and

vi. Equitable benefit sharing.

C. Promote socio-economic growth that is in balance
with environmental protection and supports
sustainable local livelihoods, including honouring our
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and
other international and regional environmental and
social commitments. 

D. Recognise the environmental benefits and market
implications of the commitments to zero net
deforestation from oil palm sector development by
2020 being made by many companies, governments
and international organisations, therefore, commit to
work boldly to reach our respective national zero net
deforestation commitments in the oil palm sector.

E. Promote an oil palm sector that secures the long-
term survival of Africa’s unique biodiversity and
globally important ecosystems and ecosystem
services, including our tropical forests.  We commit
to identifying and protecting the vital parts of our
natural heritage by adopting locally-adapted tools
such as the High Conservation Values (HCV) and
High Carbon Stock (HCS) concepts and also ensuring
that plantation planning and management strives
to secure and protect these important biodiversity
zones inside plantations.

F. Develop and promote a sustainable oil palm sector
that delivers increasing yields and secures increased
production while: bringing jobs to our people; 
providing fair and equitable labour conditions; 
working to improve community livelihoods; and

We, the under-signed governments of African countries solemnly pledge that we will:

contributing to food security and poverty alleviation 
through equitable benefit sharing.

G. Ensure the protection of the rights of all our peoples, 
notably indigenous peoples, forest-dependent
communities, and other vulnerable groups in society.

H. Develop a transparent, inclusive, equitable oil palm
sector that promotes gender equality and smallholder
production and respects land rights and ownership. 

I. Promote appropriate, responsible and transparent
investments in the oil palm sector that adhere to this
Declaration and adopt international best agricultural
and environmental practices and promote palm oil
certification, such as The Roundtable on Sustainable
Palm Oil (RSPO) Certification Standard.

J. Ensure that all developers and investors seek the
free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) of local
communities, through the use of appropriate social
best practices, before development.

K. Work with national, bilateral, multilateral, and
regional institutions, the private sector, smallholders, 
civil society organizations and local communities, 
especially those that represent indigenous peoples in
ensuring the design and effective implementation of
national action plans. 

L. Emphasize our determination to take action
consistent with this Declaration, in collaboration with
all our partners; while this Declaration does not give
rise to binding rights or obligations, we will regularly
evaluate our efforts. 

This Declaration is open to the endorsement of other 
countries, and the signatories invite other potential 
partners to join us in making this important public 
commitment.



The Africa Palm Oil Initiative is coordinated by Proforest on behalf of the Tropical Forest 
Alliance, funded with UK Aid from the UK government through Partnership for Forests (P4F). 
The Marrakesh+5 event was also supported by the UK FCDO's Forest governance, Markets 
& Climate programme.




