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1 Annex A - Assessment criteria 

1.1 Introduction 

The European Timber Trade Federation (ETTF) has commissioned Proforest to carry out 

assessment of certification and legality verification schemes against the EU Timber 

Regulation (EU TR).  

The EU TR, that prohibits placing of illegal timber on the EU market, will come into force 

on the 3rd March 2013. Under the Regulation, operators that place timber products on the 

EU market for the first time have to run a due diligence system, while traders along the 

supply chain have to provide traceability information. The Regulation specifies that 

certification or third party verified schemes may be used as risk assessment and risk 

mitigation procedures, which are part of the due diligence system. The Implementing 

Regulation (Article 4) includes a list of criteria to assess the adequacy of such schemes.  

1.2 Assessment criteria 

In order to assess the adequacy of schemes to meet the requirements of the EU TR, it is 

necessary to develop assessment criteria. These will be based on the requirements of the 

EU TR on the following two areas: 

 Definition of legality – the definition of ‘applicable legislation’ under the EU 

Timber Regulation (Article 2 (h)) 

 Adequacy of schemes – which will be based on Implementing Regulation (Article 

4 Risk assessment and mitigation). Further interpretation of this article is 

required in order to develop meaningful criteria to carry out assessment.  

1.3 Legality criteria 

The legality criteria will be based on the definition of legality under the Regulation. In the 

EU TR, legally harvested means harvested in accordance with the applicable legislation in 

the country of harvest, which covers the following aspects: 

 rights to harvest timber within  legally gazetted boundaries,  

 payments for harvest rights and  timber  including duties related  to  timber  

harvesting,  

 timber harvesting, including  environmental and forest legislation including  forest  

management and biodiversity conservation, where directly related to  timber  

harvesting,  

 third parties’ legal  rights  concerning  use  and  tenure  that are  affected by  

timber harvesting,  and  

 trade  and  customs,  in  so  far  as  the  forest sector is concerned. 

The legality criteria will be used to assess the content of forest standards on legal 

compliance for certification and legality verification schemes. The suggested assessment 

criteria that will be used to assess schemes’ legal compliance are shown in box 1 below. 
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The EU TR defines applicable legislation at national level hence it is important to ensure 

that international schemes and schemes operate in more than one country have a system 

in place for ensuring definition of legality is adapted at national level. 

 

1.4 Scheme adequacy 

According to the EU TR, certification or other third party verified schemes may be taken 

into account in the risk assessment and risk mitigation procedures where they meet the 

following criteria: 

a. They have established and made available for third party use a publicly available 

system of requirements, which system shall at the least include all relevant 

requirements of the applicable legislation. 

b. They specify that appropriate checks, including field-visits, are made by a third 

party at regular intervals no longer than 12 months to verify that the applicable 

legislation is complied with. 

c. They include means, verified by a third party, to trace timber harvested in 

accordance with applicable legislation, and timber products derived from such 

timber, at any point in the supply chain before such timber or timber products 

are placed on the market. 

Box 1 Suggested assessment criteria on legal compliance 

1. 1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest owner/manager has rights to harvest timber within 

legally gazetted boundaries 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for harvest rights and timber including duties related to 

timber harvesting. 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 
 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with legal requirements related to trade and customs, 

in so far as the forest sector is concerned. 

 

Box 2 Suggested assessment criterion for national application 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes which operate in more than one country, must have a 

system in place to ensure that the legality requirements, set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of the 

forest management standard, are defined at national level. 
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d. They include controls verified by a third party, to ensure that timber or timber 

products of unknown origin, or timber or timber products which have not been 

harvested in accordance with applicable legislation, do not enter the supply chain 

Each of the above criteria is related to one or more requirements of elements of 

certification/legality verification schemes hence it is essential to further interpret the 

criterion.  

Criteria in EU TR Relevancy to the elements of 

certification/ legality verification 

schemes 

a. They have established and made 

available for third party use a publicly 

available system of requirements, which 

system shall at the least include all relevant 

requirements of the applicable legislation. 

 Scheme transparency: publicly 

available system of requirements 

 Content of forest standards on legal 

compliance: all relevant 

requirements of the applicable 

legislation (refer to section 1.1) 

b. They specify that appropriate checks, 

including field-visits, are made by a third 

party at regular intervals no longer than 12 

months to verify that the applicable 

legislation is complied with. 

Certification/ verification process: 

 Field-visits carried out by third party 

 Checks  are carried out no longer 

than 12 months interval 

c. They include means, verified by a third 

party, to trace timber harvested in 

accordance with applicable legislation, and 

timber products derived from such timber, 

at any point in the supply chain before 

such timber or timber products are placed 

on the market. 

Chain of custody: 

 Traceability from forest to final 

product 

 Chain of custody certification carried 

out by a third party 

d. They include controls verified by a third 

party, to ensure that timber or timber 

products of unknown origin, or timber or 

timber products which have not been 

harvested in accordance with applicable 

legislation, do not enter the supply chain 

Chain of custody: 

 System to control 

unverified/uncertified materials in 

mixed products 

 Such system is checked by a third 

party 
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Note: The EU TR does not provide a definition of third party hence criteria 3.1, 3.2, 4.1 and 

4.2 is Proforest’s interpretation of what constitute third party. 

 

1.5 Scoring methodology 

Compliance with the requirements of each criterion will be scored on a 3-point scale:  

 NC - Non-compliant, inadequately addressed/covered by the scheme 

 P - Partially addressed/ covered by the scheme 

 C - Compliant, adequately addressed/covered by the scheme 

 

 

  

Box 3 Suggested criteria on schemes’ adequacy 

2. Scheme transparency2. Scheme transparency 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme must make its requirements publicly available. 

3. Certification/verification process 

3.1 Certification/verification must be undertaken by a body which is accredited to evaluate 

against a forest management standard that covers the legality requirements set out in criteria 

1.1.1 – 1.1.5 above. 

3.2 Certification/verification must be undertaken by a body whose organisation, systems and 

procedures conform to ISO Guide 170651 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must include review of documentation and system, and 

assessment in the forest. 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be carried out at least once every 12 months. 

4. Chain of Custody (CoC) 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be undertaken by a certification body operating in 

accordance with ISO Guide 170651 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available equivalent. 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control along the supply chain, from the forest source to 

the final product. 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and uncertified/unverified material in a product or product 

line is allowed, the uncertified/unverified material must be covered by a verifiable system 

which is designed to ensure that it complies with legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 
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2 Annex B – Detailed scheme assessment results 

2.1 Assessment of Bureau Veritas (BV) Origin and Legality of Forest Products (OLB) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 Standards for Forestry Companies RF03 OLB FC Version 3.3, 10 December 2010 

 OLB Certification Process for Forestry Companies GP01 OLB FC v1.1 10 December 2010 

 Chain of Custody Standard (Ref: RF03 OLB Cdc V3.5) 10 December 2010 

 DO100901 Programs / Certification Schemes Accepted by OLB, 23rd December 2010 

 Keurhout website: http://www.keurhout.nl/en/homepage  

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comment Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries. 

Standards for Forestry Companies: 

1.2 ‘The company shall have documented evidence that it complies with 

national laws, and implements relevant regulations and other 

administrative requirements regarding its forestry operations. 

1.2.1 The company shall have documented evidence that the managed 

forestry area is legally classified as production forest. 

1.2.2 The company has documented evidence to demonstrate that it 

has received all the official and valid authorisations that are necessary 

for forestry operations in the assessed production areas’. 

Fully addressed C 

http://www.keurhout.nl/en/homepage
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

 

Standards for Forestry Companies: 

1.1 ‘The company shall be legally established according to the local 

regulation, while complying with the requirements of its specific activity 

sector(s). It shall also be up to date with payment of relevant taxes. 

1.1.3 The company shall have paid all taxes, rights or other applicable 

fees required by law.’ 

Fully addressed C 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

Standards for Forestry Companies: 

Legal compliance on environment:  

1.4 ‘The company shall provide evidence that it complies with national 

law, implements relevant regulations and other administrative 

requirements with regards to environmental aspects. 

1.4.1 The company has carried out an environmental impact evaluation 

according to the scale and intensity of the forest operations and 

management, taking into account the sensitivity of the environment. 

The company shall provide evidence that it has incorporated the results 

of its assessment in an operational programme. 

1.4.3 The company respects the harvesting and civil engineering 

practices that are recommended or required by the national regulation, 

or by the sub-regional standards. 

1.4.4 The companies that own classified installations respect the 

regulatory environmental requirements. 

1.4.5 The companies that own installation(s) using large amounts of 

chemical, toxic or dangerous products have implemented specific 

measures that limit the environmental risks. 

 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

1.4.6 The hydrocarbons used during forestry operations are managed 

appropriately. 

1.4.7 The generated wastes (including domestic waste from forestry 

camps) are managed appropriately. 

1.4.8 The measures and recommendations related to the environment 

that are included in the approved forest management plan and in the 

environmental impact study are implemented.’ 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

1.2 ‘The company shall have documented evidence that it complies with 

national laws, and implements relevant regulations and other 

administrative requirements regarding its forestry operations. 

1.2.3 The company shall develop and implement a documented plan for 

forestry operations, or a forest management plan if required by local 

regulation: 

i. This document shall describe the planned harvest areas and their 

location, the volumes to be felled, the minimum harvest diameters per 

species (when applicable) and the names of the species harvested. 

ii. The document shall define an annual harvesting plan that clearly 

describes the production areas and the forecasted volumes per logging 

operation. 

iii. The procedures for forest inventories are respected (when existing), 

and inventories have been approved by the competent authority, 

whenever possible. 

iv. When a forest management plan is required by the local regulation, 

it shall be valid and approved by the competent authority. 



Annexes - Assessment of certification and legality verification schemes  
 

 

11 
 

Criteria Findings Comment Score 

1.2.5 The forest harvesting procedures, both regulatory and/or 

recommended in the forestry operations schedule or in the forest 

management plan, are respected (harvesting plan, authorised volumes, 

minimum diameters, authorised species, harvesting method, marking 

method, use of compulsory statement and monitoring documents, 

restricted areas, and so on) 

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation: 

1.5 ‘The requirements from international treaties such as CITES, ILO or 

ITTA conventions and the convention on biological diversity shall be 

respected. 

1.5.1 The company respects the regulations on the protected species 

listed by CITES which are present in the assessed forest surface areas. 

i. The protected species that are listed by CITES are identified 

ii. Protected species are not harvested 

iii. The harvesting and management methods of the species listed by 

CITES comply with the established protocols.’ 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

Standards for Forestry Companies: 

1.3 ‘The company shall provide evidence that it complies with national 

laws, implementing relevant regulations and other administrative 

requirements regarding social aspects.  

1.3.5 Appropriate measures and procedures shall be used to solve 

conflicts relative to land use rights (property) and forest access rights. 

i. All the local communities having land use rights on the forest area are 

identified 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

ii. The communities’ land use rights (property) and forest access rights 

relevant to the assessed forest area are identified and respected. 

iii. Any significant conflict is dealt with an objective and independent 

manner by the company. The company shall address them explicitly and 

record them.’ 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

Standards for Forestry Companies: 

1.1 ‘The company shall be legally established according to the local 

regulation, while complying with the requirements of its specific activity 

sector(s). It shall also be up to date with payment of relevant taxes. 

1.1.2 The company fulfils the requirements of the activity sector(s) it 

exercises in (e.g. collective labour conventions or trade union if they 

exist). 

1.1.3  The company shall have dully paid all its taxes, rights or other 

applicable fees required by law’ 

Legal requirements related 

to trade and customs are not 

addressed beyond forest 

management level.  

NC 

 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comment Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes which 

operate in more than one country, must have a 

system in place to ensure that the legality 

requirements, set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of 

the forest management standard, are defined at 

national level. 

 

According to BV, for countries where FLEGT VPA process have started, 

specific "grid of legality" have been done for each country in which 

legal requirements are well described with the law reference in it. 

Then these grids are taking into account for OLB audits for the 

concerned countries. For OLB audit in other countries, legal 

requirements are taking into account directly in the OLB requirements 

and controlled by auditor and local expert on forest law. 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

An example was provided by BV regarding their audit in Indonesia. It 

was explained that the forest local expert made a synthesis to explain 

the local forest law in Indonesia, and this document was attached to 

the initial audit report as an annex to be used for the OLB certification 

process. The document described the legal forestry, environmental 

and social context, as well as the list of applicable laws. 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comment Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification 

scheme must make its requirements 

publicly available. 

All relevant OLB standard are available at: 

http://www.bureauveritas.com/wps/wcm/connect/bv_com/group/home/

about-us/our-business/certification/OLB+Agreement  

Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings Comment Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

 

 

 

BV is accredited to carry out FSC and PEFC (SFI) forest management and 

CoC certification, though there is no accreditation of BV to assess against 

the OLB standard required. 

 

Partially addressed P 

http://www.bureauveritas.com/wps/wcm/connect/bv_com/group/home/about-us/our-business/certification/OLB+Agreement
http://www.bureauveritas.com/wps/wcm/connect/bv_com/group/home/about-us/our-business/certification/OLB+Agreement
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 170651 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

BV is a certification body accredited by FSC and PEFC (SFI) to carry out 

forest management evaluations. Both FSC and PEFC require certification 

bodies to be complied with ISO Guide 65 or ISO/IEC 17021: 2006. 

Fully addressed C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

Description of the OLB Certification Process Forest Companies: 

5.2.2 -   The audit’s proceeding 

‘The  activities  of  the  audit  team  starts  with  a  document  review  of  

the  Applicant’s documented  system,  followed  by field  inspections  and  

interviews  of  employees,  outside contributors, and stakeholders’ 

representatives’. 

Fully addressed C 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

Description of the OLB Certification Process Forest Companies: 

10.1 -  Surveillance audits 

‘Surveillance audits will take place at least annually but may be more 

frequent depending on the complexity of the operation and of the 

certificate holder’s level of conformity, and on the time needed to resolve 

the non-conformities detected.  

In addition to the normal annual surveillance audit, Bureau Veritas 

Certification may carry out unannounced audits of the certified 

organization or follow-up audits in order to ensure that the non-

conformities detected have been addressed and resolved in due time.’ 

Fully addressed C 

 

1 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comment Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

BV is accredited to carry out FSC and PEFC (SFI) forest management and 

CoC certification, though there is no accreditation of BV required to assess 

against the OLB standard. 

 

Partially addressed P 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 170652 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

BV is a certification body accredited by FSC and PEFC (SFI) to carry out 

forest management evaluations. Both FSC and PEFC require certification 

bodies to be complied with ISO Guide 65 or ISO/IEC 17021: 2006. 

Fully addressed C 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

 

Chain of Custody Standard: 

F -  General principle of traceability  

‘The  present  standard  was  developed  to  establish traceability  

requirements  for  companies dealing with OLB forest products, from the 

first point of sale or first processing unit (such as  a  forestry/forest  

management  company  with  a processing  unit)  to  the  final  user  of  the 

certified OLB forest product.’   

Fully addressed C 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

OLB CoC standard allows mixing of other ‘acceptable sources’ into OLB-

certified products. The CoC standard describes two types of traceability 

systems and what constitute ‘acceptable sources’. 

Suppliers’ assessment 

programme does not 

ensure that full compliance 

with legality requirements 

P 

 

2 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

 

 

Chain of Custody Standard: 

2  Traceability systems  

‘There are two possible traceability systems, which are the following:  

 Physical segregation  

 Credit system 

2.3 -  Credit system  

‘Purchase of material that is not OLB-certified  

2.3.1 When purchasing uncertified timber to be integrated to OLB 

production, the company shall only purchase timber   from acceptable 

sources.  

2.3.2 Timber from acceptable sources shall either:  

-   Be covered by the « suppliers’ assessment program »: see appendix 1  

-   Be covered by one of the verification programs recognized by the OLB  

2.3.3 The  company  shall  implement  a  system  for  tracking  timber  that 

cannot be classified as coming from “acceptable sources”, so as to ensure 

it is not mixed with timber from acceptable sources or OLB timber.’ 

Acceptable timber comes from Keurhout Legality and/or Sustainability, 

FSC, PEFC, SFI, CSA, MTCC (Programmes schemes/ certification accepted 

by OLB, 23 December 2010) 

set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 

1.1.5. 

OLB further recognise 

Kerhout Legal timber. The 

list of Kerhout certificates 

show that verification of 

legal origin is accepted, 

which does not cover all 

requirements set out in 

criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5. 
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

According to Keurhout website: 

(http://www.keurhout.nl/en/content/admitted-certificates) Keurhout 

Sustainability refers to FSC and PEFC certification:  

 

‘Because of the integral admission to Keurhout-Sustainable of all FSC and 

PEFC-International endorsed certification systems the major part of the 

softwood demands as well as a considerable part of the tropical hardwood 

demands can be delivered as Keurhout-Sustainable’ 

As for Keurhout Legal, it only refers to legal origin 

(http://www.keurhout.nl/en/content/summary-review-framework-let-

certificates):  

The certificates for legal origin (LET certificates) will be carefully reviewed 

against the criteria of the relevant standards of the Keurhout Protocol on 

the basis of the underlying documents: 

1. Relevant local legislation and regulations. These must be 

complied with; this means, inter alia, that the implementing 

companies are officially registered and perform their obligations, 

that there is an approved logging plan and logging permits, that 

logged timber is not wrongly logged in any way and that user 

rights of local residents are respected. 

2. Inspection by a recognised certification body. The certification 

institution is independent and accredited, demonstrably meets 

international guidelines relating to organisation and procedures 

and possesses the necessary specific forest management 

expertise. 

http://www.keurhout.nl/en/content/admitted-certificates
http://www.keurhout.nl/en/content/summary-review-framework-let-certificates
http://www.keurhout.nl/en/content/summary-review-framework-let-certificates
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

3. Effective chain-of-custody. The procedures followed in the 

transport chain with regard to keeping the timber flows separate 

must be watertight and transparent and inspected by an 

independent CB.’ 

 

 

The list of Kerhout certificates show that verification of legal origin is 

accepted, which does not cover all requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 

1.1.5. 

Chain of Custody Standard, annex 1 Supplier assessment programme: 

‘This  appendix  is  applicable  to  the  timber  purchased  to  be  used  to  

produce  a  range  of  OLB-certified products but is neither from verified 

OLB sources nor covered by one of the verification programs    recognised    

by    the    OLB    system’ 

A. Definition of the Supplier Assessment Program  

The  company  shall  define  a  process  for  the  regular  assessment  and  

auditing  of  uncertified timber suppliers based on the following 

requirements:  

 Each supplier shall be audited on site at least once a year;  

 The audits are carried out by employees who are competent and 

aware of auditing techniques;  

 Checklist(s)  shall  be  developed,  based  on  the  relevant  

requirements  from  this appendix;  
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

 The  company  shall  identify  and  maintain  the  records  that  prove  

the  compliance  of assessed suppliers;  

 The company reports and maintain records of these assessments 

B. Requirements to be verified  

‘The company must verify the following requirements during supplier 

assessments:  

 The supplier shall be a legally established forestry company;  

  The supplier is up to date with the payment of all taxes as forestry 

company;  

 The supplier shall provide evidence that the harvested forest area is 

legally classified as  production  forest,  and  that  it  received  the  

necessary  authorisations  to  carry  out forestry activities;  

 The  supplier  shall  develop  and  implement  a  planning  document  

for  its  forestry operations, or a forest management plan (when 

required by local regulation);  

 When  a  forest  management  plan  is  required  under  local  

regulation,  it  shall  be approved by the competent authority;  

 Harvesting prescriptions are respected. This  applies  to  prescriptions  

from  the planning document for forestry operations or the forest 

management plan approved by  the  authorities,  (volumes,  minimum  

diameters,  species,  CITES,  marking,  use  of compulsory transport 

documents and so on);  

 The boundaries of the production area are materialized;   
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

 The  supplier  shall  provide  evidence  that  the  timber  under  

assessment  was  from  a forest area that can be legally harvested.’   

C. Supply Chain Requirements to be verified  

‘When there is(are) intermediarie(s) between the original forest of the 

timber under assessment and  the  company,  a  traceability  system  shall  

be  implemented  to  demonstrate that  this timber has not been mixed 

with timber from other sources.’ 
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2.2 Assessment of CertiSource CLAS 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

 

Source documents 

 CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria – Principles, Criteria and Indicators for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia, V3.02 17 October 2010 

 CertiSource Setting Legality Standards Policy 03 V01.02, 3rd February 2012 

 CertiSource Legality Verification Policy 04 V4.00, 17 May 2012 

 CertiSource Transparency and Public Documents Policy 12 V1.00, 4 April 2012 

 CertiSource Certification Body Audit Resources Policy 13 V1.00, 20 May 2012 

 CertiSource Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) Collection of Documentation to Confirm Concession Legality, 28 March 2011 

 CertiSource Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) Compilation of Audit Report, 6 September 2011 

 Checklist 002 Verification of Chain of Custody 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings  Score 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria – Principles, Criteria and 

Indicators for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia:  

‘Guidelines: The Timber originates from an entity that has legal right to 

harvest timber in the forest management unit where the timber is 

grown and all harvested charges have been duly paid. 

Principle 1: Area Certainty and Utilisation Right 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings  Score 

Criterion I.C.1.1: Forest Management Units (HPH, IUPHHK-HA, IUPHHK-

HT, HPHTI or areas managed by Perum Perhutani) are located within 

production forest areas. 

Criterion I.C.1.2: Management Unit is in Possession of the felling permit 

for the felling area, legally approved by relevant authorised official.’ 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria – Principles, Criteria and 

Indicators for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia:  

Principle 2: Comply with the legal felling system and procedure 

Criterion I.C.2.4 ‘The management unit has completed payments of 

government retribution requirements related to timber.’ 

Fully addressed C 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria – Principles, Criteria and 

Indicators for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia:  

Legal compliance on environment: 

Principle 3: Taking into account the environmental and social factors 

related to felling. 

Criterion I.C.3.1 ‘The Management Unit has obtained the 

Environmental Impact Analysis (AMDAL) and has implemented the 

obligations required in the AMDAL documents.’ 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

Principle 2: Comply with the legal felling system and procedure 

Criterion I.C.2.1 ‘Legal Work Plan is available 

Criterion I.C.2.2 Management unit complies with requirements aimed 

to ensure the sustainability of the forest. 

Compliance with legal 

requirements are not fully 

addressed.  

NC 
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Criteria Findings  Score 

Criterion I.C.2.3 Management unit guarantees that all timber 

transported from Log landing to log pond and from log pond to outside 

have physical marking/identity and legal documents’ 

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation: 

CertiSource Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) Collection of 

Documentation to Confirm Concession Legality: 

1.1 Purpose 

‘This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) describes the process and 

steps for collecting documentation used to confirm a concession’s 

legality. These procedures only relate to activities in Indonesia. 

1.2 Scope 

This SOP is a mandatory document and shall be implemented by all 

employees and contractors and Certification Body personnel when 

collecting documentation used to confirm a concession’s legal status.   

Section 3 is ONLY applicable to Independent Auditors when verifying 

concession legality.’ 

3. Independent verification of concession legality 

3.3 ‘The independent auditor will assess the impact of the forest 

operations (especially harvesting) to ensure that they are in compliance 

with the SOP/RIL document.   

 The verification includes:   

 1. evidence that no harvesting has taken place on slope inclines greater 

than 25 degrees,   

2. evidence that buffer zones are respected,   
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Criteria Findings  Score 

3. evidence that protected areas are not infringed upon 

4. evidence that no logging has taken place near watercourses’ 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria – Principles, Criteria and 

Indicators for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia:  

Principle 3: Taking into account the environmental and social factors 

related to felling. 

Criterion I.C.3.2 ‘The Management Unit demonstrates commitment for 

the welfare of the local community and guarantees the safety and 

welfare of workers. 

I.V.3.2.2: Where applicable FMU is able to demonstrate legal 

settlement documents on land and/or resource conflict issues related to 

traditional rights of local affected communities.’ 

CertiSource Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) Collection of 

Documentation to Confirm Concession Legality: 

3. Independent verification of concession legality 

3.1 ‘The independent auditor will conduct further interviews with the 

local community to ensure that the community enclaves in the BATB 

have been agreed upon and community is aware of their customary 

cutting rights’ 

NOTE: BATB is forest delineation report. 

CertiSource Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) Compilation of Audit 

Report: 

1.2 Scope 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings  Score 

‘This SOP is a mandatory document and shall be implemented by all 

employees and contractors and Certification Body personnel when 

compiling an audit report.’ 

8.5 Customary Cutting Rights:   

‘This section states the findings of the independent auditor with regards 

Customary Cutting Rights. It includes:  

1.   Verification of land use planning RWHP (Rencana Wilayah Hutan 

dan Perairan) to verify the concession lies inside the relevant land 

use. i.e. Verify the Production Forest.  

2.   Verification of tentative concessional boundaries as agreed by the 

Ministry of Forestry.  

3.   Verification of whether the BATB is being honored, in cooperation 

with local communities, so that the working area lies within the 

delineated boundaries if a straight line closes them.  

4.   Verification of the BATB to ensure that boundaries of the enclaves 

reserved for community development are verified and matched to 

the public consultation minutes.  

The BATB should expand to include the community enclaves  -  when 

forest cover increases, the communities previously outside of  it come 

into the delineation region. Hence then the community will be given 

rights around the area. 

NOTE: The findings of the independent auditor will be attached in the 

appendix of the audit report.’ 
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Criteria Findings  Score 

 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria – Principles, Criteria and 

Indicators for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia:  

2.2 Standards to track timber legality for transportation manufacturing 

and transportation of manufacturing products 

Principle 1: The Timber Manufacturing Industry supports the 

implementation of legal timber trade 

Criterion II.C.1.1: ‘Operating Unit holds legal permits to manufacture 

and export timber products 

Criterion II.C.1.2: Operator guarantees that all transported timber, 

controlled or owned, can be identified to the source and accompanied 

with legal documents.’ 

Principle 3: Legality of manufactured timber trade or handover 

Criterion II.C.3.1 ‘Legality of Inter-Island Transportation and trade. 

Criterion II.C.3.2 Exporter must demonstrate legality of shipment of 

manufactured timber.’ 

Fully addressed C 

 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings  Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes which 

operate in more than one country, must have a 

system in place to ensure that the legality 

requirements, set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of 

CertiSource Setting Legality Standards Policy 03: 

General: 

Existing national standards 

are used. 

C 
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Criteria Findings  Score 

the forest management standard, are defined at 

national level. 

 

‘CertiSource does not create its own legality assessment criteria, but 

rather uses generic guidelines as a foundation and combines this 

generic standard with relevant national standards.  

 If a recognized national standard exists this is incorporated along 

with the generic standard base.   

Where country specific standards do not exist CertiSource will use 

the generic standard as the foundation, supplementing these with 

country specific aspects following research.’ 

Generic guidelines: ‘WWF-GFTN (World Wildlife Fund – Global 

Forestry and Trade Network) guidelines published in the documents 

Keep It Legal and The Responsible Purchasing Guide Second Edition 

formed the generic legality assessment criteria and indicators for 

CertiSource’s current “CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria, 

Principles, Criteria and Indicators, ‘Verified Legal Timber’, Indonesia”. 

However, any future revisions of this Standard or new legality 

standards will use SmartWood’s Generic Standard for Verification of 

Legal Compliance (VLC) as the generic base’ 

Development of legality standard: 

a)   ‘Country Specific Standards Exist  

 The generic standard foundation will be combined with relevant 

national standards.  

 b)   Country Specific Standards Non-Existent  

To develop the standards CertiSource will research and consider 

available protocols from the country in question.  

These might include (but is not limited to):  
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Criteria Findings  Score 

 (i)   Relevant Government documents,  

(ii)    Studies/recommendations from organizations such as DFID, 

USAID, ITTO, FLEG,  

(iii)   Documents from other certification companies such as SGS, 

Smartwood,  

(iv)   Documents from International NGOs such as Proforest, WWF, 

Greenpeace, FSC,  

(v)    Documents from local national NGOs active in forestry and the 

environment,  

(vi)    Relevant research studies carried out by organizations such as 

national Universities and international organizations such as the 

Centre for International Forestry Research,   

(vii)   Protocols such as those by Keurhout (Netherlands Timber Trade 

Association).’ 

However, it is understood that CertiSource currently only operates 

in Indonesia, where it uses Indonesian Eco-Labelling Institute (LEI) as 

the legality criteria. 

In addition, CertiSource is currently drafting a new standard that will 

be due for public consultation in the next few months. This standard 

taking SmartWood standards as the generic base, supplemented by 

the Indonesian legality standards. 

CertiSource has permission from SmartWood to use their generic 

standards. This also supports the initiative by Rainforest Alliance to 

create more consistency between standards. 
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2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings  Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme must 

make its requirements publicly available. 

 

Requirements of CertiSource Legality Assurance Scheme (CLAS) are 

publicly available at CertiSource website: www.CertiSource.co.uk  

In addition, CertiSource also has developed a policy on transparency 

and public documents (policy 13 v 1.00) which states that the 

following document must be made publicly available: 

1  CertiSource policies;  

2 CertiSource timber legality standard (s);  

3 The CertiSource concession register;  

4 Sawmill register;  

5 The register of CertiSource batches 

Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings  Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

 CertiSource Legality Verification Policy 04: 

1.2 Scope  

‘Certification Body employees carrying out legality and chain of custody 

verification. 

2.6  Certification Body Audit Resources   

No requirement for 

certification body to be 

accredited to evaluate 

against forest management 

standards, including the 

NC 

http://www.certisource.co.uk/
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Criteria Findings  Score 

 Any Certification Body carrying out the verification processes described 

above must be accredited with ISO/IEC Guide 65: General requirements 

for bodies operating product certification systems by a signatory body of 

the IAF.’   

 The process described in the policy cover annual forest concession 

verification. 

CertiSource Policy 12, Certification Body Audit Resources,  section 2.1 

accreditation: 

‘Any Certification Body auditing against CLAS must be accredited with 

ISO/IEC Guide 65: General requirements for bodies operating product 

certification systems by a signatory body of the IAF’.  

However, there is no accreditation of CLAS.  

legality requirements set out 

in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.  

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 170653 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

 

CertiSource policy 12, certification body audit resources,  section 2.1 

accreditation: 

‘Any Certification Body auditing against CLAS must be accredited with 

ISO/IEC Guide 65: General requirements for bodies operating product 

certification systems by a signatory body of the IAF’.  

Currently Double Helix Tracking Technologies (DoubleHelix) carries out 

verification of forest source and CoC against CertiSource standard. 

However, any organisation who fulfil the requirements can carry out 

CertiSource verification. 

Fully addressed C 

 

3 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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Criteria Findings  Score 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

SOP Collection of Documentation to Confirm Concession Legality 

mentioned collection of different documents: 

 Collection of Documentation to Confirm a Concession’s Legal 

Right to Harvest (section 2.2) 

 Collection of Documentation to Confirm Legal Right of Felling 

(section 2.3) 

 Collection of Documentation to Confirm Payment of Timber 

Fees/Taxes  (section 2.4) 

In addition, section 3 requires independent verification of concession 

legality: 

3.1 ‘The independent auditor will conduct further interviews with the 

local community to ensure that the community enclaves in the BATB 

have been agreed upon and community is aware of their customary 

cutting rights.   

3.2 The independent auditor will verify and report on the compliance to 

the annual allowable harvest of the concession.   

 The verification includes:   

1. Verification of the inventory records for each blocks against the RKT.   

2. Verification of the validity of RKT data against the Cruising Report.   

3. Verification that a sample of trees in the forest corresponds with the 

Cruising Report.   

4. Verification that a sample of harvested trees exceed minimum 

diameter of 50cm.   

 NOTE: The sample size is calculated based upon the square root of the 

total number of trees harvested during the year.   

 5. Verification that stumps sampled for DNA testing corresponds with 

the Cruising Report.   

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings  Score 

6. Verification that GPS co-ordinates of all sampled leaves correspond to 

the RKT boundaries. 

3.3 The independent auditor will assess the impact of the forest 

operations (especially harvesting) to ensure that they are in compliance 

with the SOP/RIL document.   

The verification includes:   

 1. evidence that no harvesting has taken place on slope inclines greater 

than 25 degrees,   

2. evidence that buffer zones are respected,   

3. evidence that protected areas are not infringed upon   

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

CertiSource legality verification Policy 04 v4.00: 

2.1    Annual Forest Concession Verification  

 ‘The Certification Body ensures that the forest concession from which a 

client sources the logs for timber product is compliant with the 

“Standards of timber legality verification for timber sourced from Forest 

Management Units (FMU)” under the  

"CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria for Verified Legal Timber, 

Indonesia, v3.02" 

2.2   Bi-Annual Sawmill Verification   

 The Certification Body ensures that the processing sawmill(s) through 

which a product is processed for a particular client is compliant with the 

“Standards to track timber legality for transportation manufacturing and 

transportation of manufacturing products” under the "CertiSource 

Legality Assessment Criteria for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia, v3.02". 

2.3   Sawmill Surveillance   

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings  Score 

 In addition to bi-annual audits the Certification Body will visit sawmills 

at least twice over the course of one year.  

 One visit will be random with limited notification given. To ensure that 

personnel needed for such a visit are available a maximum of two day’s 

notice can be made of the visit plan.  

 For the other surveillance visit the sawmill will be given at least one 

month’s notice.’   

2.4  Verification of Chain of Custody of a specific batch of logs   

‘CertiSource ensures that the every batch of logs that is processed is 

compliant with the agreed Chain of Custody procedures.’ 

 

4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comment Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

CertiSource Legality Verification Policy 04: 

1.2   Scope  

‘Certification Body employees carrying out legality and chain of custody 

verification. 

2.6   Certification Body Audit Resources   

 Any Certification Body carrying out the verification processes described 

above must be accredited with ISO/IEC Guide 65: General requirements 

for bodies operating product certification systems by a signatory body of 

the IAF.   

Certification Bodies are not 

required to be accredited to 

evaluate CoC standard. 

NC 
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

The process described in the policy cover sawmill surveillance, bi-annual 

sawmill verification and verification of chain of custody for a specific 

batch of logs.  

However, there is accreditation of CertiSource standard. 

 

 

 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 170654 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

 

CertiSource policy 12, Certification Body Audit Resources,  section 2.1 

accreditation: 

‘Any Certification Body auditing against CLAS must be accredited with 

ISO/IEC Guide 65: General requirements for bodies operating product 

certification systems by a signatory body of the IAF.’ 

Currently Double Helix Tracking Technologies (DoubleHelix) carries out 

verification of forest source and CoC against CertiSource standard. 

Fully addressed C 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

 

CertiSource Legality Assessment Criteria – Principles, Criteria and 

Indicators for Verified Legal Timber, Indonesia:  

2.2 ‘Standards to track timber legality for transportation manufacturing 

and transportation of manufacturing products 

Guideline: A Third Party Auditor has confirmed that the timber was 

legally traded and can be traced along an unbroken Chain of Custody 

from the purchase back to the source entity. 

 C 

 

4 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comment Score 

Principle 2 Operating Unit owns and implements timber tracking system 

that ensures wood tracked to the source’ 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

Certisource system does not allow mixing of its products with other 

sources.  

Checklist 002 Verification of Chain of Custody: 

E. Storage of Logs 

29 ‘Is each individual batch of logs subject to Certisource verification 

stored separately and/or clearly identifiable from any other batches not 

subject to verification? 

30 Where applicable has a fence been constructed to separate certifiable 

and non-certifiable logs where relevant?’ 

Fully addressed C 
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2.3 Assessment of Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 FSC-STD-01-001 (Version 4-0) EN FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship, 2002 

 FSC-STD-01-001 (V5-0) EN FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship, 10 February 2012 

 FSC-STD-20-001 (Version 3-0) EN General Requirements for FSC Accredited Certification Bodies – application of ISO/IEFC Guide 65 1996 (E) 

 FSC-STD-20-002 (V3-0) EN Structure, Content and Local Adaption of Generic Forest Stewardship Standard 

 FSC-STD-20-007 (V3-0) EN Forest Management Evaluations 

 FSC-STD-20-011 (Version 1-1) EN Accreditation Standard for Chain of Custody Evaluations 

 FSC-STD-40-004 (V2-1) EN FSC Standard for Chain of Custody Certification 

 FSC-STD-40-005 (V2-1) EN FSC Standard for Company Evaluation of FSC Controlled Wood  

 FSC-STD-60-002 (V1-0) EN Structure and Content of National Forest Stewardship Standards 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the 

forest owner/manager has rights to 

harvest timber within legally gazetted 

boundaries. 

 

FSC has approved its revised P&C (V5-0), though it shall not be used for audit 

until completion of the FSC International Generic Indicators and the transfer 

process of the national standards is complete. In light of this, this assessment 

examined both the current and revised P&C.  

FSC Principles & Criteria (V4-0) 2002: 

Principle #1: Compliance with laws and FSC Principles  

 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

‘Forest management shall respect all applicable laws of the country in which 

they occur, and international treaties and agreements to which the country is a 

signatory, and comply with all FSC Principles and Criteria.  

 1.1 Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and 

administrative requirements.’ 

Principle #2: Tenure and use rights and responsibilities   

‘Long-term tenure and use rights to the land and forest resources shall be 

clearly defined, documented and legally established. 

2.1 Clear evidence of long-term forest use rights to the land (e.g. land title, 

customary rights, or lease agreements) shall be demonstrated’. 

The FSC Principles & Criteria (V5-0) 2012: 

Principle 1: Compliance with laws 

‘The Organization shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and 

nationally-ratified international treaties, conventions and agreements. 

1.1 The Organization shall be a legally defined entity with clear, documented 

and unchallenged legal registration, with written authorization from the legally 

competent authority for specific activities. 

1.2 The Organization shall demonstrate that the legal status of the 

Management Unit, including tenure and use rights, and its boundaries, are 

clearly defined. 

1.3 The Organization shall have legal rights to operate in the Management 

Unit, which fit the legal status of the organization and of the Management 

unit, and shall comply with the associated legal obligations in applicable 

national and local laws and regulations and administrative requirements. The 

legal rights shall provide for harvest of products and/or supply of ecosystem 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

services from within the Management unit. The organization shall pay the 

legally prescribed charges associated with such rights and obligations’ 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments 

for harvest rights and timber including 

duties related to timber harvesting. 

 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V4-0) 2002: 

Principle #1: Compliance with laws and FSC Principles  

1.2 ‘All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and other 

charges shall be paid’. 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V5-0) 2012: 

Principle 1: Compliance with laws 

1.3 ‘The Organization shall have legal rights to operate in the Management 

Unit, which fit the legal status of the organization and of the Management 

unit, and shall comply with the associated legal obligations in applicable 

national and local laws and regulations and administrative requirements. The 

legal rights shall provide for harvest of products and/or supply of ecosystem 

services from within the Management unit. The organization shall pay the 

legally prescribed charges associated with such rights and obligations’ 

Fully addressed C 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance 

with legal requirements directly related 

to timber harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V4-0) 2002: 

Principle #1: Compliance with laws and FSC Principles  

1.1 ‘Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and 

administrative requirements’. 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V5-0) 2012: 

Principle 1: Compliance with laws 

1.3  ‘The Organization shall have legal rights to operate in the Management 

Unit, which fit the legal status of the organization and of the Management 

unit, and shall comply with the associated legal obligations in applicable 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

national and local laws and regulations and administrative requirements. The 

legal rights shall provide for harvest of products and/or supply of ecosystem 

services from within the Management unit. The organization shall pay the 

legally prescribed charges associated with such rights and obligations’ 

FSC also stated that they will make sure that national offices and certification 

bodies include a list of locally applicable laws in the annex, covering forest 

management, environment and biodiversity conservation. FSC is currently 

working on an advice note to explain what kind of laws should be included 

covering aspects of forest management, environment and biodiversity 

conservation. This advice note will be released for public consultation in the 

next few weeks and it will be implemented by national offices and certification 

bodies before the end of 2012. 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance 

with third parties’ legal rights 

concerning use and tenure that are 

affected by timber harvesting. 

 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V4-0) 2002: 

Principle #1: Compliance with laws and FSC Principles  

1.1 ‘Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and 

administrative requirements’. 

2.1 ‘Clear evidence of long-term forest use rights to the land (e.g. land title, 

customary rights, or lease agreements) shall be demonstrated. 

2.2 Local communities with legal or customary tenure or use rights shall 

maintain control, to the extent necessary to protect their rights or resources, 

over forest operations unless they delegate control with free and informed 

consent to other agencies.’ 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V5-0) 2012: 

Principle 1: Compliance with laws 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.6  ‘The Organization shall identify, prevent and resolve disputes over issues of 

statutory or customary law, which can be settled out of court in a timely 

manner, through engagement with affected stakeholders’ 

Principle 3: Indigenous peoples’ rights 

‘The Organization shall identify and uphold indigenous peoples’ legal and 

customary rights of ownership, use and management of land, territories and 

resources affected by management activities. 

3.1 The Organization shall identify the indigenous peoples that exist within the 

Management Unit or are affected by management activities. The organization 

shall then, through engagement with these indigenous peoples, identify their 

rights of tenure, their rights of access to and use of forest resources and 

ecosystem services, their customary rights and legal rights and obligations, 

that apply within the Management unit. The organization shall also identify 

areas where these rights are contested. The organization shall also identify 

areas where these rights are contested. 

3.2  The Organization shall recognize and uphold the legal and customary 

rights of indigenous peoples to maintain control over management activities 

within or related to the Management Unit* to the extent necessary to protect 

their rights, resources and lands and territories. Delegation by indigenous 

peoples of control over management activities to third parties requires Free, 

Prior and Informed Consent.’ 

Principle 4: Community relations 

‘The Organization shall contribute to maintaining or enhancing the social and 

economic wellbeing of local communities. 

4.1 The Organization shall identify the local communities that exist within the 

Management Unit and those that are affected by management activities. The 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

organization shall then, through engagement with these local communities, 

identify their rights of tenure, their rights of access to and use of forest 

resources and ecosystem services, their customary rights and legal rights and 

obligations, that apply within the Management unit. 

4.2 The Organization shall recognize and uphold the legal and customary rights 

of local communities to maintain control over management activities within or 

related to the Management Unit to the extent necessary to protect their rights, 

resources, lands and territories. Delegation by local communities of control 

over management activities to third parties requires Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent.’ 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance 

with legal requirements related to 

trade and customs, in so far as the 

forest sector is concerned. 

 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V4-0) 2002: 

Principle #1: Compliance with laws and FSC Principles  

1.1 ‘Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and 

administrative requirements.’ 

FSC Principles & Criteria (V5-0) 2012: 

Principle 1: Compliance with laws 

1.5 ‘The Organization shall comply with the applicable national laws, local 

laws, ratified international conventions and obligatory codes of practice, 

relating to the transportation and trade of forest products within and from the 

Management Unit, and/or up to the point of first sale’ 

Legal requirements related 

to trade and customs are not 

addressed beyond forest 

management level. 

NC 
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1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes 

which operate in more than one 

country, must have a system in place to 

ensure that the legality requirements, 

set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of the 

forest management standard, are 

defined at national level. 

 

 

FSC-STD-60-002 (V1-0) EN Structure and Content of National Forest 

Stewardship Standards: 

A Scope: 

‘This International Standard shall be used as a normative document for FSC 

approval of regional, national or sub-national Forest Stewardship Standards.’ 

3. Content 

3.1 ‘The  standard  shall  include  the  wording  of  each  FSC  Principle  and  

each  FSC Criterion, in the same order as they occur in the current version of 

FSC-STD-01-001 FSC Principles and Criteria of Forest Stewardship. 

3.3 An explanation shall be provided in the standard if any FSC Criterion is 

considered to be inapplicable in a given situation. Explanations shall not 

conflict with FSC policy, standards, advice notes or other such documents 

related to the criterion. 

In addition, in cases where there are not yet approved FSC national/regional 

standards, certification bodies can develop their interim standards to carry out 

forest management evaluations. Detailed requirements are covered in FSC-

STD-20-002 (V3-0) EN Structure, content and local adaption of generic forest 

stewardship standard. 

3.5 The standard shall include as annexes:  

a) a list of the national and local forest laws and administrative requirements 

which apply in the country or region in which the standard is to be used, 

Fully addressed C 
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b) a list of the multilateral environmental agreements and conventions that 

the country has ratified and the ILO Conventions listed in FSC-POL-30-401 

FSC and the ILO Conventions which must be complied with in all FSC 

certified forests,  

 c) a list of, or reference to official lists of, endangered species in the country or 

region in which the standard is to be used.’ 

Structure, Content and Local Adaption of Generic Forest Stewardship 

Standard: 

A Scope 

‘This standard shall apply to certification body generic certification standards 

used as the basis for FSC certification’. 

2  Content  

2.1 ‘The certification body generic standard shall include the exact wording of 

each FSC Principle and each FSC Criterion, in the same order as they occur in 

FSC-STD-01-001 FSC Principles and Criteria of Forest Stewardship.’ 

3  Indicators  

3.1 ‘The certification body generic standard shall specify indicator(s) for every 

criterion in accordance to the requirements of this standard. 

PART 2: Local adaptation of Certification Body Generic Forest Stewardship 

Standards  

 6  Adaptation Process 

6.6  ‘The certification body shall review its generic forest stewardship standard 

to:   
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 a)  identify  any  aspects  of  its  standard  that  may  be  in  conflict  with  legal 

requirements  in  the  area  in  which  the  standard  is  to  be  used,  and  if  

such  a conflict is identified evaluate it for the purposes of certification in 

discussion with the involved or affected parties; 

NOTE:   Conflicts   only   occur   where   a   legal   obligation   prevents   the 

implementation of some aspect of the generic standard. It is not considered a 

conflict  if  the  requirements  of  the  generic  standard  exceed  the  minimum 

requirements for legal compliance.  

 b)  identify  any  aspects  of  its  generic  standard  which  specify  performance 

thresholds lower than the minimum legal requirement in the country 

concerned. If any such differences are identified the relevant thresholds 

shall be modified to ensure that they meet or exceed the minimum legal 

requirements;  

 c) add specific indicators (with appropriate means of verification if required) 

and/or cross-references to the identified documentation to evaluate 

conformity with key requirements of the national and local forest laws, 

administrative requirements and  multilateral  environmental  agreements  

related  to  the  FSC  Principles  and Criteria.’   

9  The adapted Standard 

Legal compliance  

9.4  ‘The certification body shall identify and include as annexes to the 

standard:     

a)  a  list  of  national  and  local  forest  laws  and  administrative  

requirements  which apply in the country or region in which the standard is 

to be used;  
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 b)  a  list  of  multilateral  environmental  agreements  and  ILO  Conventions  

that  the country has ratified, relevant to the standard;  

 c)   a  list  of,  or  reference  to  official  lists  of,  endangered  species  in  the  

country  or region in which the standard is to be used.’ 

 

 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification 

scheme must make its requirements 

publicly available. 

 

All standards and guidance are publicly available at FSC website: www.fsc.org Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited 

to evaluate against forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 

1.1.5 above.  

Accreditation Services International (ASI) manages the FSC accreditation 

programmes on behalf of FSC. Certification bodies must be accredited by 

ASI. 

FSC-STD-20-001 (Version 3.0) EN General Requirements for FSC Accredited 

Certification Bodies – Application of ISO/IEC Guide 65 1996: 

A  Scope  

Fully addressed C 

http://www.fsc.org/
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 ‘This International Standard contains principles and requirements for the 

competence, consistency and impartiality of the assessment and FSC 

certification of forest management, chain of custody and controlled wood 

operations and for certification bodies wishing to provide or to maintain 

these activities’ 

1.1 ‘The certification body shall comply with the generic requirements of 

ISO/IEC Guide 65:  1996  (E),  and  with  the  additional  requirements  

specified  in  this  standard according to their scope of application for FSC 

accreditation. 

 

1.1.1 Certification bodies shall implement all specific requirements for forest 

management certification to certify single, multiple or group forest 

management units 

17.1  The certification body shall conduct evaluations for forest 

management certification in accordance to FSC-STD-20-007’ 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 170655 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

 

FSC-STD-20-001 (Version 3.0) EN General Requirements for FSC Accredited 

Certification Bodies – Application of ISO/IEC Guide 65 1996: 

1.1  ‘The certification body shall comply with the generic requirements of 

ISO/IEC Guide 65:  1996  (E),  and  with  the  additional  requirements  

specified  in  this  standard according to their scope of application for FSC 

accreditation.’ 

Fully addressed C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and 

system, and assessment in the forest. 

FSC-STD-20-007 (V3-0) EN Forest Management Evaluations: 

1.2 c requires certification body to ‘carry out sampling of sites, documents, 

management records, interviews, consultation with stakeholders and direct 

Fully addressed C 

 

5 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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 factual observations sufficient to verify that there are no major non-

conformities with the performance thresholds specified in the applicable 

Forest Stewardship Standard within any FMU within the scope of the 

evaluation’ 

Section 5.4.1 ‘The auditor(s) shall identify and assess management 

documentation and a sufficient variety and number of records at each FMU 

selected for evaluation as to make direct, factual observations to verify 

conformity with all the indicators of the applicable Forest Stewardship 

Standard that are under evaluation at that FMU and for which such 

documents are a necessary means of verification.’ 

 

Section 5.4.2 ‘The auditor(s) shall visit a sufficient variety and number of 

sites within each FMU selected for evaluation as to make direct, factual 

observations as to conformity with all the indicators of the applicable Forest 

Stewardship Standard that are under evaluation at that FMU and for which 

such inspection is a necessary means of verification, over the range of 

conditions under management by the applicant forest management 

enterprise’. 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must 

be carried out at least once every 12 

months. 

 

FSC-STD-20-007 (V3-0) EN Forest Management Evaluations: 

Section 6.1.1 ‘The certification body shall carry out a surveillance evaluation 

to monitor the certificate holder’s continued conformity with applicable 

certification requirements at least annually.’ 

6.3.1 ‘The certification body shall carry out one or more FMU level site visits 

annually for all certificate holders except in the case of those managing 

SLIMF operations (see below).’ 

6.3.2 In the case of a single SLIMF, the certification body shall carry out at 

least one FMU level site visit during the period of validity of the certificate. If 

Though not all SLIMF 

operations have annual FMU 

level site visits, a 

surveillance evaluation of 

forest management groups 

is required on an annual 

basis and this is found to 

ensure compliance.  

C 
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there are no outstanding corrective actions to be evaluated which may 

require site verification, no complaints requiring evaluation and no 

significant forest activities have taken place in the previous 12 months, the 

remaining surveillance evaluations may be based on review of the 

documentation and records specified in 6.2, above, and do not require FMU 

level site visits.  

 6.3.3 In the case of groups or sub-groups of SLIMFs with less than 100 

members the certification body shall carry out at least one FMU level site 

visit at the end of the first year in which the certificate was issued, and at 

least one additional FMU level site visit during the period of validity of the 

certificate. If there are no outstanding corrective actions to be evaluated 

and no unresolved complaints requiring evaluation the remaining 

surveillance evaluations may be based on review of documentation and 

records specified in 6.2 above, and do not require FMU level site visits. The 

certification body shall take account of the rate of change of membership 

within the group; changes to the group management structure and the type 

and variety of forest activities being implemented within the group before 

making the decision to waive an annual FMU level site visit. 

6.3.4 In the case of groups or sub-groups of SLIMFs with 100 or more 

members the certification body shall carry out at least one FMU level site 

visit annually according to applicable sampling requirements’. 

It is Proforest’s 

understanding that the 

number of FMU level site 

visits required is risk-based. 

This criterion is therefore 

considered fully addressed. 

 

4. Chain of Custody 
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4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

Accreditation Services International (ASI) manages the FSC accreditation 

programmes on behalf of FSC. Certification bodies must be accredited by 

ASI to carry out CoC certification.  

Accreditation requirements are detailed in FSC-STD-20-001 (Version 3.0) 

EN General Requirements for FSC Accredited Certification Bodies – 

Application of ISO/IEC Guide 65 1996. 

The scope of this standard states: ‘This International Standard contains 

principles and requirements for the competence, consistency and 

impartiality of the assessment and FSC certification of forest 

management, chain of custody and controlled wood operations and for 

certification bodies wishing to  provide or to maintain these activities.’ 

 

FSC-STD-20-011 (Version 1-1) EN Accreditation Standard for Chain of 

Custody Evaluation: 

‘Certification bodies shall comply with the applicable requirements of this 

standard for all Chain of Custody evaluations, including evaluations of 

single Chain of Custody operations, groups of Chain of Custody 

operations, organisations acting as Chain of Custody entities with multiple 

sites, and organizations sourcing materials from non FSC-certified 

suppliers and/or wanting to supply ‘FSC Controlled Wood’. 

Fully addressed C 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 170656 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

FSC-STD-20-001 (Version 3.0) EN General Requirements for FSC 

Accredited Certification Bodies – Application of ISO/IEC Guide 65 1996: 

Fully addressed C 

 

6 See footnote 1. 
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 1.1 ‘The certification body shall comply with the generic requirements of 

ISO/IEC Guide 65:  1996  (E),  and  with  the  additional  requirements  

specified  in  this  standard 

1.1.2  Certification  bodies  shall  implement  all  specific  requirements  for  

chain  of  custody certification to certify single, multi-site or group 

enterprises and projects. 

17.2  The certification body shall conduct evaluations for chain of custody 

certification in accordance to FSC-STD-20-011 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest 

source to the final product. 

 

FSC-STD-40-004 V2-1 EN FSC Standard for Chain of Custody Evaluation: 

Scope 

‘For a product to be claimed as FSC certified (through a product label or 

sales documentation), there  must  be  an  unbroken  chain  of  certified  

organizations  covering  every  change  in  legal ownership of the product 

from the certified forest up to the point where the product is finished or 

sold to retail’ 

 

Fully addressed C 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

FSC allows mixing of uncertified materials in the products that carry FSC 

labels. There are requirements on the non-certified materials, which are 

detailed in FSC controlled wood standards. 

FSC Standard for Company Evaluation of FSC Controlled Wood: 

FSC controlled wood is defined as ‘virgin wood or wood fibre which has 

been verified as having a low probability of including wood from any of 

the following categories:  

a) Illegally harvested wood;  

FSC Controlled Wood does 

not address criteria 1.1.3’s 

requirement for compliance 

with legal requirements for 

biodiversity conservation. It 

is, however, considered 

addressed by the 

requirement to exclude 

wood  harvested  in  forests  

in  which  high  conservation  

C 
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b) Wood harvested in violation of traditional and civil rights;  

c) Wood  harvested  in  forests  in  which  high  conservation  values  are  

threatened  by management activities;  

d) Wood  harvested  in forests being converted from  natural  and semi 

natural forest  to plantations or non- forest use;  

e) Wood from forests in which genetically modified tress are planted.’   

There are two main FSC controlled wood standards: 

 FSC controlled wood standard for forest management enterprise 

(FSC-STD-30-010): This standard allows forest management 

enterprises to supply FSC Controlled Wood to FSC CoC certified 

operations for mixing with FSC certified materials in production 

of FSC mixed products. 

 FSC Standard for company evaluation of FSC controlled wood 

(FSC-STD-40-005): This standard is for use by FSC certified 

companies aiming to avoid uncontrolled wood to be mixed with 

FSC certified wood. The standard applies to the uncertified part 

of a product group in the manufacturing, processing, 

transformation and trade of forest products carrying the FSC 

label for mixed products. 

FSC controlled wood standard for forest management enterprise (FSC-

STD-30-010) further describes the requirements on illegally harvested 

wood: 

a) Evidence of legal authority to harvest 

b) Evidence of compliance with applicable  management  planning 

requirements 

c) Specification of applicable harvesting restrictions 

values  are  threatened  by 

management activities.  
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d) Evidence that timber is harvested from authorized areas (e.g.  

not from     protected     areas     where harvest is not allowed) 

e) Evidence of timber sales 

f) Evidence of payment of royalties or    other    fees    (i.e.    fees    

on harvesting rights) 

g) Evidence of compliance with applicable provisions        and 

requirements of the Convention on International  Trade  in 

Endangered Species  of  Wild  Fauna  and  Flora (CITES) 

h) Evidence of compliance with requirements in relation      to 

transportation of timber 

In addition, one of the requirements of ‘wood harvested in violation 

of traditional and civil rights’ is also relevant: 

 ‘No  conflicts  relating  to  land  tenure  or  land  use  rights  of  

traditional  or  indigenous peoples  groups  exist  in  the  FMUs  

under  control  of  the  Forest  Management Enterprise for which 

a resolution process has not been agreed by the main parties to 

the dispute’  

For companies who wish to include controlled wood in the production of 

mixed products, they can either get FSC controlled wood inputs from 

suppliers certified to deliver FSC controlled wood, or FSC controlled wood 

inputs from non FSC certified suppliers. If controlled wood inputs are 

originated from non FSC certified suppliers, companies need to carry out 

assessment and verification programmes.  

Sections 2, 3 and 4 of FSC-STD-40-005 Company Evaluation of FSC 

Controlled Wood describe the required system for implementation, 

based on risk assessment and appropriate verification. In addition, there 

are some specific requirements for each FSC controlled wood category, 

which are detailed in Section B, Appendix 2 of the standard. The FSC 
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controlled wood requirements on illegally harvested wood focus on 

governance related criteria as ‘illegal harvesting is unlikely to occur 

systematically in areas where there is good forest related governance’.  

Below are the specific requirements related to illegally harvested wood: 

The  district  of  origin  may  be  considered low risk in relation to illegal 

harvesting when all  the  following  indicators  related  to  forest 

governance are present:  

 1.1 Evidence of enforcement of logging related laws in the 

district 

 1.2   There   is   evidence   in   the   district demonstrating the 

legality of harvests and wood  purchases  that  includes  robust  

and effective  systems  for  granting  licenses  and harvest 

permits.   

  1.3 There is little or no evidence or reporting of illegal 

harvesting in the district of origin.  

  1.4 There is a low perception of corruption related   to   the   

granting   or   issuing   of harvesting permits and other areas of 

law enforcement related to harvesting and wood trade. 

In addition, some specific requirements on wood harvested in violation of 

traditional and civil rights are also relevant: 

‘The district of origin may be considered low risk in relation to the 

violation of traditional, civil and collective rights when all the following 

indicators are present:  

 2.1 There is no UN Security Council ban on timber exports from 

the country concerned 

 2.2 The country or district is not designated a source of conflict 

timber (e.g.  USAID Type 1 conflict timber) 
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 2.3 There is no evidence of child labour or violation of ILO 

Fundamental Principles and Rights at work taking place in forest 

areas in the district concerned 

 2.4 There are recognized and equitable processes 

in place to resolve conflicts of substantial magnitude pertaining 

to traditional rights including use rights, cultural interests or 

traditional cultural identity in the district concerned 

 2.5 There is no evidence of violation of the ILO Convention 169 

on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples taking place in the forest areas 

in the district concerned.’ 
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2.4 Assessment of Global Forestry Services’ (GFS) Wood Tracking Programme (WTP) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 GFS Wood Tracking Programme Background WTP 001, 20 August 2012 

 GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Chain of Custody WTP 005 20 August 2012 

 GFS Wood Tracking Programme Procedures 21 August 2012 

 GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal Harvesting LVS 005 25 August 2012 

 GFS Legal Verification Services Background LVS 001 21 August 2012 

 GFS Legal Verification Services Procedures PR 008 LVS v03 22 August 2012 

 Timber Legality Assurance System (TLAS) Assessment Standard, Auditing Legality of Forest Management, Sabah, Malaysia G100-188 18 December 2011 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries 

 

GFS Legal Verification Services Background: 

‘The Legal Verification Services has been developed to provide a means 

to support clients under the GFS Wood Tracking Program Chain of 

Custody system for tracing material to a Legal Origin and for evaluation 

of forest management for Legal Compliance to national regulations and 

non-accredited national standards. 

Verification of Legality is conducted through a generic standard LVS 005 

v04 Aug 2012 or through the Sabah TLAS monitoring project against 

the local standard (G100-188 v03 Dec 2011) for ALL licensed areas in 

Sabah Malaysia’ 

Fully addressed C 
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GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal 

Harvesting: 

‘Legal  Verification  Services  (LVS)  have  been  developed  to  provide  a  

generic  standard  for  (1)  evaluation  of material based on Legal Origin 

and for (2) evaluation of forest management for Legal Compliance to 

national regulations and non-accredited national standards.’ 

The generic requirements to define legal compliance include the 

requirements for legal origin (1. Forest Concession & Use Rights, 2. 

Payments of Fees, Royalties & Taxes, 3. Registration, Identification & 

Traceability of Material) plus 3 additional Elements (4. Legal 

Requirements of Operation, 5. Harvest Planning, 5. Implementation). 

Generic Requirements for Verification of Legal Origin:  

 1.0 Forest Concession & Use Rights  

‘Legal rights of harvest shall be demonstrated by the organization in 

respect to a defined management unit  with  clearly  defined  and  

recognized  boundaries  that  are  not  encumbered  by  substantiated 

overlapping land claims. 

1.2 The organisation shall provide documented verification of legal use 

rights to the forest / plantation area.’ 

Timber Legality Assurance System (TLAS) Assessment Standard, 

Auditing Legality of Forest Management, Sabah, Malaysia (hereafter 

TLAS Sabah Standard): 

Principle 1 – Right to Harvest  

Criteria 1: License to Harvest  
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 1.1  Critical Criterion – ‘The organisation shall provide documented 

verification of legal use rights to the forest in the form of a SFMLA 

agreement, current harvesting & occupation permits approved by SFD.’ 

Note: SFMLA: Sustainable  Forest  Management  Licensed  Agreement; 

SFD: Sabah Forestry Department 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal 

Harvesting: 

Generic Requirements for Verification of Legal Origin  

2.0 Payment of Fees, Royalties and Taxes  

‘Payments of fees, royalties and other taxes associated with timber 

harvesting activities must be clearly identified and fulfilled.  

2.1  The  organisation  shall  provide  evidence  that  all  relevant  taxes,  

royalties,  etc,  for  the  forest  operation and material harvested due to 

government and other beneficiaries are paid.  

2.2 Identification, measurement and payment of material harvested 

must be correct in respect to species, sizes, etc, to comply with 

government grading rules and fee scales.’ 

TLAS Sabah Standard: 

Principle 3 – Statutory Charges  

Criterion 11 : Royalty & Fees  

11.1 Critical Criteria:  ‘Royalties are paid prior to transport of material 

in compliance to regulations.’ 

 

Fully addressed C 
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1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

This criterion is not covered by the requirements of legal origin.  

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal 

Harvesting: 

Generic Additional Requirements for Legal Compliance: 

Legal compliance on environment: 

6.0   Implementation 

6.3 ‘The   organisation   shall   demonstrate   compliance   to   local   and   

national   regulations   regarding environmental issues, such as an 

Environmental Impact Assessment.’ 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

4.0  Legal Requirements of Operation  

4.1 ‘The organisation shall provide evidence of a register that contains 

adequate reference and information on all local and national 

regulations relevant to their operations. 

4.2 The organization shall have valid licenses and permits for all their 

forest activities.   

4.3 The  organisation  shall  have  clear  knowledge  (and  copies)  of  

relevant  local  and  national  forestry regulations, such as codes of 

practice for forest management and harvesting. 

5.0  Harvest Planning  

5.1 Planning  of  forestry  activities  shall  meet  legal  requirements  and  

be  approved  by  the  relevant government authority as required.  

This criterion is not covered 

by the requirements of legal 

origin. 

Considered addressed for 

VLC and TLAS Sabah 

Standard 

P 
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5.2 The  organisation  shall  provide  legal  verification  of  demarcated  

area  that  is  formally  approved  for harvesting by the relevant 

government authority.  

5.3 The organisation shall provide verification of a harvest plan that 

clearly defines total and net production areas along with areas for 

conservation within the licensed area. 

 5.4  The  organisation  shall  provide  evidence  of  approved  

harvesting  systems, volumes,  diameter  limits, species for the area 

licensed for harvesting.’  

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation 

5.3 The organisation shall provide verification of a harvest plan that 

clearly defines total and net production areas along with areas for 

conservation within the licensed area. 

TLAS Sabah Standard: 

Legal compliance on environment: 

Principle 1 Legal Right to Harvest 

Criteria 2: Environmental Management  

2.1 Critical Criterion  - ‘An Environmental Impact Assessment has been 

carried out where potential impact and mitigation measures are 

documented. 

2.2 Mitigation measures defined in the approved EIA shall be 

implemented’ 
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Principle 2 - Forest Operation  

Criteria 4: Area Demarcation 

4.2 Critical Criterion – ‘Areas prohibited from harvesting such as steep 

slopes and buffer zones are clearly identified and protected. 

4.4 The organization shall provide for planning of road access and 

protection against fire.’   

Legal compliance on forest management: 

Principle 1 Legal Right to Harvest 

Criteria 3: Plan Preparation  

3.1 Critical Criterion -  ‘The organisation shall have a Long-term Forest 

Management Plan approved by the Forestry Department that defines 

the key elements of the SFMLA and activities over the 10-year FMP 

period based on sound inventory data. 

3.3  Critical  Criterion    -  Annual  Work  Plan  containing  maps  and  

description  of  areas  and  types  of operation to be carried out during 

the year is available and approved by SFD. 

3.4 Critical Criterion - The organisation shall provide a Comprehensive 

Harvest Plan (CHP) that clearly defines total and net production areas; 

harvesting volumes, diameter, limits, species and protected areas that 

is formally approved by the SFD 

Criteria 6: Forest Operation  

6.1 The organisation shall demonstrate implementation of elements 

listed in the Annual Work Plan 
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Criteria 7: Tree Marking 

7.1  Critical  Criterion  -  Organization  can  demonstrate  compliance  to  

tree  marking  regulations  on diameter limits, species, slope limits etc.’ 

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation: 

3.4 Critical Criterion - The organisation shall provide a Comprehensive 

Harvest Plan (CHP) that clearly defines total and net production areas; 

harvesting volumes, diameter, limits, species and protected areas that 

is formally approved by the SFD 

3.4.2  Harvest plan contains a detailed map, identifying harvest trees, 

main roads, secondary roads and skid trails, areas for protection such 

as buffer zones and steep slopes 

 

4.2 Critical Criterion – ‘Areas prohibited from harvesting such as steep 

slopes and buffer zones are clearly identified and protected. 

4.2.1  Areas  prohibited  from  harvesting  such  as  riparian  zones,  

buffer  zones  steep  slopes  etc,  are mapped in the Coupe Permit for 

NFM areas -(Harvest map / area protected (ha) 

 

4.2.2  Conservation  areas  /  riparian  zones  are  marked  on  the  

ground  and  protected  for  ITP  areas  -( protected areas marked)’ 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal 

Harvesting: 

Generic Requirements for Verification of Legal Origin  

1.0  Forest Concession & Use Rights  

Fully addressed C 
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1.4 ‘Forest area is free of third party disputed claims to use rights or 

ownership; or that a formal system to resolve such claims are in place.  

Areas under dispute must not be harvested.  

1.5  Existence  of  a  formal  system  of  communication  and  dispute  

resolution  with  local  and  national stakeholders.’ 

TLAS Sabah Standard: 

Principle 4: Other User Rights  

Criteria 12: Use Rights by Natives  

12.1  ‘A social assessment shall be carried out to define potential 

impacts of forestry operations on local communities 

12.2 All 3rd  party claims are clearly defined and agreement on use 

rights exist between all parties’ 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

This criterion is not covered by the requirements of legal origin. 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal 

Harvesting: 

Generic Additional Requirements for Legal Compliance: 

4.0  Legal Requirements of Operation  

4.1 ‘The organisation shall provide evidence of a register that contains 

adequate reference and information on all local and national 

regulations relevant to their operations. 

4.3 The  organisation  shall  have  clear  knowledge  (and  copies)  of  

relevant  local  and  national  forestry regulations, such as codes of 

practice for forest management and harvesting.’ 

This criterion is not covered 

by the requirements of legal 

origin. 

Legal requirements related 

to trade and customs are not 

addressed beyond forest 

management level. 

NC 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 

 

TLAS Sabah Standard: 

According to GFS, the Sabah TLAS standard is based on forestry 

operations through to log production marking registration and 

payment of royalties and permits to transport logs to mills.  The Sabah 

TLAS does not yet extend to wood processing trade and customs.  

Section 5 is for mills and section 6 of the TLAS is for customs which was 

supposed to come under the VPA but was not signed due to internal 

issues within Malaysia.  However, Sabah Forestry is still planning to 

address these elements and is looking at funding options. 

 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes 

which operate in more than one country, 

must have a system in place to ensure that 

the legality requirements, set out in criteria 

1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of the forest management 

standard, are defined at national level. 

 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal 

Harvesting: 

According to GFS, this is based on LVS 005 Guidelines on Requirements 

Legal Harvesting Principle 4 that defines compliance to national and local 

regulations:  such as 4.1 that requires evidence of national / local 

regulations; 4.3 national/ local codes of practice ; 4.4 national regulations 

on social issues and 4.5 national environmental issues.  Principle 6. 

Verifies implementation of regulations defined in Principle 4.  

However, principles 4 to 6 are under the section of legal compliance, 

where this criterion also applies to the legal standard on legal origin. 

Not fully addressed as the 

system does not ensure that 

all criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 are 

defined at national level.  

 

Addressed where TLAS Sabah 

Standard is used. 

 

P 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

GFS further responded that the entire LVS 005 standard identifies legality 

at the local and national level in regards to right to harvest payment of 

fees registration and identification of material. As legality is always based 

on local and national regulations governing the forest or plantation area 

being assessed. 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme 

must make its requirements publicly 

available. 

 

Standards and requirements are not publicly available at GFS website: 

http://www.gfsinc.biz/programmes/wood-tracking-program/  

Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

 

GFS is a specialist forestry company that provides defined programs and 

services to both the forest industry and wood processing and trade that 

is in support of international certification.  As part of their services GFS 

provides independent monitoring and verification services since its 

inception in 2004 in conjunction with the GFTN responsible purchasing 

initiative.  Although GFS is not an accredited certification body the 

company does operate in accordance to ISO systems to enable the 

company to provide defined and consistent services to their clients. 

There is also no accreditation of GFS LVS programme. 

No requirement for 

certification body to be 

accredited to evaluate 

against forest management 

standards, including the 

legality requirements set out 

in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1. 

NC 

http://www.gfsinc.biz/programmes/wood-tracking-program/
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

GFS Legal Verification Services Procedures: 

6.2  Auditors  

•     ‘An  approved  auditor  shall  participate  on  a  LVS  assessment  

against  the  GFS  LVS-005  v03 Aug 2012 or the Sabah TLAS G100-188 

v03 Dec 2011.’ 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 170657 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

 

GFS is a specialist forestry company that provides defined programs and 

services to both the forest industry and wood processing and trade that 

is in support of international certification.  As part of their services GFS 

provides independent monitoring and verification services since its 

inception in 2004 in conjunction with the GFTN responsible purchasing 

initiative. Although GFS is not an accredited certification body the 

company does operate in accordance to ISO systems to enable the 

company to provide defined and consistent services to their clients. 

GFS Legal Verification Services Procedures: 

1. Scope and purpose 

‘The scope of this procedure is the Legal Verification Services.  The 

procedure is to ensure that work may be completed in a controlled, 

consistent and effective manner in order to meet the requirements 

defined in ISO guide 17021.’  

GFS operate in accordance 

to ISO systems, but 

conformance is not 

specifically required. 

NC 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

GFS Legal Verification Services Procedures: 

8.0  Conducting Audits 

8.2 Audit Team Selection  

Fully addressed C 

 

7 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

• ‘GFS or country franchise / affiliate shall maintain a register of all 

approved auditors and lead auditors. Qualified : LVS auditors shall 

perform all site assessments and document reviews.’  

  

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

GFS Legal Verification Service Background: 

Legal Verification Services  

‘The Legal Verification Services has been developed to provide a means 

to support clients under the GFS Wood Tracking Program Chain of 

Custody system for tracing material to a Legal Origin and for evaluation 

of forest management for Legal Compliance to national regulations and 

non-accredited national standards.’ 

Compliance Statement & Monitoring  

‘GFS will issue a compliance statement for each forest or plantation that 

demonstrates compliance to the LVS 005 v04 Aug 2012 or Sabah TLAS 

standard G100-188 v03 Dec 2011. The compliance statement will be 

valid for a period of 12 months and shall be reissued following the 

monitoring visit.   

Monitoring of continued compliance to the requirements of the Legal 

Verification Service will be scheduled as part of the regular 6-month 

surveillance for the supply chain of each client under the  GFS Wood 

Tracking Program.’   

Sabah Timber Legality Assurance System (TLAS) 

‘Assessments are conducted based on a monthly schedule provided by 

Sabah Forestry Department according to active licensed activities. ALL 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

long-term forest management areas are to be monitored annually at a 

minimum; with short-term licenses on private lands being sampled.’ 

 

 

 

4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

GFS is a specialist forestry company that provides defined programs and 

services to both the forest industry and wood processing and trade that 

is in support of international certification.  As part of their services GFS 

provides independent monitoring and verification services since its 

inception in 2004 in conjunction with the GFTN responsible purchasing 

initiative. Although GFS is not an accredited certification body the 

company does operate in accordance to ISO systems to enable the 

company to provide defined and consistent services to their clients.  

There is no accreditation of GFS WTP. 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Procedures: 

8.2  Conducting Audits 

  ‘Auditors  shall  perform  all  audits  using  program  presentation  

material  &  forms  to  verify compliance to WTP-005 and other 

standards as appropriate.’ 

WTP-005 is GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements 

Chain of Custody. 

No requirement for 

certification body to be 

accredited to evaluate 

against CoC standards. 

NC 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 170658 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

 

GFS is a specialist forestry company that provides defined programs and 

services to both the forest industry and wood processing and trade that 

is in support of international certification.  As part of their services GFS 

provides independent monitoring and verification services since its 

inception in 2004 in conjunction with the GFTN responsible purchasing 

initiative.  Although GFS is not an accredited certification body the 

company does operate in accordance to ISO systems to enable the 

company to provide defined and consistent services to their clients. 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Procedures: 

1. Scope and purpose 

‘The scope of this procedure is the Wood Tracking Program.  The 

procedure is to ensure that work may be completed in a controlled, 

consistent and effective manner in order to meet the requirements 

defined in ISO guide 17021.’ 

GFS operate in accordance 

to ISO systems, but 

conformance is not 

confirmed. 

NC 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Background: 

‘…the GFS Wood Tracking Program is designed to evaluate supply chains 

that include trading of wood products and wood processing back to the 

forest or plantation of origin. GFS WTP requires all participating 

companies to have formal Chain of Custody systems that comply with 

requirements defined in document WTP-005 (v06 July 2012) that includes 

a formal supplier risk evaluation to document low risk of all material 

purchased in the supply chain.’   

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Chain of 

Custody: 

Fully addressed C 

 

8 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

‘The Global Forestry Services Inc. (GFS) Wood Tracking Program provides 

assessment and monitoring of manufacturers and traders under a formal 

Chain of Custody (COC) system to trace material and products legally 

harvested forests or plantation areas’ 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Legal 

Harvesting: 

‘…GFS provides independent Verification of Legal Origin of raw material 

in terms of the legal  rights  to  harvest  (VLO)  or  compliance  to  

national  legal  requirements  (VLC).  All  clients  within  the  GFS Wood 

Tracking Program must be able to demonstrate that material traded 

under the program is at least of Verified  Legal  Origin  (VLO),  through  

evaluation  of  low  risk  or  though  third  party  assessment  against  

legal guidelines defined in this document (LVS 005).’ 

GFS Wood Tracking Programme Guidelines on Requirements Chain of 

Custody: 

‘All  manufacturing  and  trading  companies  that  desire  to  trade  

timber  products  under  a  GFS  Wood Tracking  Program  –  Statement  

of  Participation  will  be  subject  to  the  requirements  and  conditions  

of participation (defined in documents WTP 005, WTP 029 respectively). 

A GFS Wood Tracking Program – Statement of Participation for 

manufacturing and trading companies will be valid for 5 years and 

subject to surveillance every 6 months or as deemed necessary to verify 

continual compliance. 

The  company  needs  to  demonstrate  that  it  has  an  adequate  system  

of  identification  and  traceability  of material / products to based on the 

environmental status (Legal (VLO/VLC), Certified,) of timber and wood 

products.’ 

Not compliant for VLO, but 

addressed for VLC, where 

other 3rd party schemes used 

deliver compliance.  

 

P 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

Wood Tracking Program (WTP) - Chain of Custody Requirements    

1.0  Documented Policy & Procedures 

1.2  ‘The  organisation  shall  have  a  formal  documented  programme  

that  describes  the  COC  System  and identifies   all   points   critical   to   

control   the   production   /   trading   system   along   with   associated 

records/documents where there is a significant risk of materials from 

different categories of environmental status (Unclassified; Legal; 

Certified;) becoming mixed.’ 

3.0  Purchasing & Receiving  

‘The  organization  shall  have  a  formalized  system  for  purchasing  and  

receiving  and  recording  of  raw material and products that are verified 

as legal through both a Risk Evaluation system as well as 3 rd  party 

verification for non-low risk suppliers. 

3.2  The  Organization  shall  establish  and  implement  a  supplier  risk  

evaluation  system  to  ensure  that suppliers  demonstrate  a  low  risk  

of  illegality. Suppliers  deemed  to  not  be  a  low  risk  through  the 

documented risk assessment, must be further evaluated through site 

visits by a 3 rd  party to document low risk. 

3.2.4)  Suppliers  that  are  not  considered  low  risk  following  document  

evaluation  would  need  to undergo further on site assessment to 

determine low risk of material to be supplied.  

3.2.5)  Suppliers  that  consist  of  high  risk  elements  must  be  verified  

compliant  to  a  third  party legality standard; GFS LVS 005 v04 Aug 

2012 or the Sabah TLAS standard G100-188 v03 Dec 2011.’ 

4.2 Process controls 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.2 ‘Manufacturing companies shall maintain adequate documentation 

of raw material used in production for each work order to provide for 

calculation of volumes for each order based on the environmental status 

of the order and unit(s) of production.’ 

Participants of GFS WTP can mix materials from different environmental 

status (except unclassified). Any wood from certified material can be 

mixed with legal material (VLO or VLC) and be identified as Legal. Any 

VLC material can be mixed with VLO material and be recognized as VLO. 

So the work order (WO) always is recognized as the lowest category of 

environmental status based on material input from warehouse.  

However, legal material cannot be mixed with unclassified.  Thus the 

production unit (Work Order) must be identified as Unclassified and 

NOT marketed under the GFS WTP.   

Definition of environmental status (GFS WTP Procedure): 

‘Environmental Status :  defined status of the forest area for origin of the 

raw material as   

 Credibly Certified: Material traceable to a forest or company that is 

certified under FSC / PEFC or other certificate recognized by the 

market.  

 Verified  Legal  Compliance  (VLC):  Material  traceable  to  a  known  

forest  area  that  is verified  by  a  3rd  party  to  comply  with  

national  regulations  and  local  standards  of  forest management  

such  GFS  Legal  Verification  Services,  LEI  &  MTCC  &  BV,  SW,  

SGS,  SCS, Sabah TLAS standard, TFF; FSC CW; SLVK (Indonesia).  

 Verified Legal Origin (VLO): Material traceable to an approved 

harvesting permit within a commercial  forest  /  plantation  area  or  
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

private  holdings  and  complies  with  the  company policy that is 

verified by a 3rd party and has no significant land claims. Material 

defined as low / negligible risk through a verified Supplier Risk 

Evaluation.   

 Unclassified:  Material coming from unknown sources or other 

sources not in line with the Company’s policy.’ 
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2.5 Assessment of Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 PEFC ST 1003: 2010 PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification Schemes, Sustainable Forest Management Requirements 

 PEFC ST 2002: 2010 PEFC International Standard: Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products – Requirements 

 PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 Certification and Accreditation Procedures, 5 October 2007 

 PEFC Technical Document Annex 7 Endorsement and Mutual recognition of National Schemes and their Revision, 5 October 2007 

 ISO 19011:2002 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries 

 

PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification Schemes, 

Sustainable Forest Management Requirements: 

5.6  Criterion 6: Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and 

conditions 

5.6.3  ‘Property  rights  and  land  tenure  arrangements  shall  be  

clearly  defined,  documented and established for the relevant forest 

area. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the 

forest land shall be clarified, recognised and respected.’ 

Fully addressed C 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification Schemes, 

Sustainable Forest Management Requirements: 

5.7 Criterion: Compliance with legal requirements 

Fully addressed C 
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 5.7.1 ‘Forest management shall comply with legislation applicable to 

forest management issues including forest management practices; 

nature and environmental protection; protected and endangered 

species; property, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous people; 

health, labour and safety issues; and the payment of royalties and 

taxes.’ 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification Schemes, 

Sustainable Forest Management Requirements: 

5.7 Criterion: Compliance with legal requirements 

5.7.1 ‘Forest management shall comply with legislation applicable to 

forest management issues including forest management practices; 

nature and environmental protection; protected and endangered 

species; property, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous people; 

health, labour and safety issues; and the payment of royalties and 

taxes.’ 

Fully addressed C 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification Schemes, 

Sustainable Forest Management Requirements: 

5.6  Criterion 6: Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and 

conditions 

5.6.3  ‘Property  rights  and  land  tenure  arrangements  shall  be  

clearly  defined,  documented and established for the relevant forest 

area. Likewise, legal, customary and traditional rights related to the 

forest land shall be clarified, recognised and respected. 

5.6.4  Forest  management  activities  shall  be  conducted  in  

recognition  of  the  established framework of legal, customary and 

traditional rights such as outlined in ILO 169 and the UN Declaration  on  

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

the  Rights  of Indigenous  Peoples,  which  shall  not  be infringed  upon  

without the  free,  prior  and  informed  consent  of  the  holders  of  the  

rights,  including  the  provision  of compensation where applicable. 

Where the extent of rights is not yet resolved or is in dispute there are 

processes for just and fair resolution.  In such cases forest managers 

shall, in the interim,  provide  meaningful  opportunities  for  parties  to  

be  engaged  in  forest  management decisions whilst respecting the 

processes and roles and responsibilities laid out in the policies and laws 

where the certification takes place.’ 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification Schemes, 

Sustainable Forest Management Requirements: 

5.7 Criterion: Compliance with legal requirements 

5.7.1  ‘Forest management shall comply with legislation applicable to 

forest management issues including forest management practices; 

nature and environmental protection; protected and endangered 

species; property, tenure and land-use rights for indigenous people; 

health, labour and safety issues; and the payment of royalties and 

taxes.’ 

Legal requirements related 

to trade and customs are not 

addressed beyond forest 

management level. 

NC 

 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes which 

operate in more than one country, must have a 

system in place to ensure that the legality 

requirements, set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of 

PEFC has documented procedures for developing national schemes. 

Detailed requirements related to forest standard on legal 

compliance are contained in PEFC Technical Document Annex 7 

Endorsement and Mutual Recognition of National Schemes and 

Their Revision and PEFC ST 1003: 2010 PEFC International Standard 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

the forest management standard, are defined at 

national level. 

 

Requirements for Certification Schemes, Sustainable Forest 

Management Requirements. The latter document cancels  and  

replaces  Annex  3  of  the  PEFC  Council  Technical  Document (Basis 

for certification schemes and their implementation).   

PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification 

Schemes, Sustainable Forest Management Requirements: 

‘This document covers requirements for forest management 

standards applicable to all types of forests. 

The  requirements  laid  out  in  this  document  must  be  reflected  in  

the  forest  management standards  submitted  for  PEFC  

endorsement.  They  constitute  requirements  for  owners  or 

managers  applying  for  forest  certification,  as  well  as  contractors  

and  other  operators operating in certified forests.’ 

4 General requirements for SFM standards   

4.1 ‘The requirements for sustainable forest management defined by 

regional, national or sub-national forest management standards 

shall:  

a)    include  management  and  performance  requirements  that  are  

applicable  at  the  forest management unit level, or at another level 

as appropriate, to ensure that the intent of all requirements is 

achieved at the forest management unit level’ 

PEFC Technical Document Annex 7 

4. PEFCC MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NATIONAL AND SUB-

NATIONAL SCHEMES 



Annexes - Assessment of certification and legality verification schemes  
 

 

77 
 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

‘The national or sub-national schemes and standards applying for 

PEFC Council  endorsement  and  mutual  recognition  shall  be  fully  

compliant  with  the  PEFC  Council requirements regarding  

 

a)   the  content  of  forest  certification  standards  as  defined  in  

the  Technical Document,  chapter  4  and  Annex  3  (Basis  for  

Certification  Schemes  and their Implementation)’ 

NOTE: PEFC International Standard Requirements for Certification 

Schemes, Sustainable Forest Management Requirements  cancels  

and  replaces  Annex  3  of  the  PEFC  Council  Technical  Document 

Basis for certification schemes and their implementation. 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme must 

make its requirements publicly available. 

All PEFC requirements are publicly available at www.pefc.org  Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings Comments  Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 Certification and 

Accreditation Procedures: 

Section 3.1 Competence of certification bodies 

Fully addressed C 

http://www.pefc.org/
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Criteria Findings Comments  Score 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

 

3) ‘The certification body carrying out forest certification shall have the 

technical competence in forest management, on its economic, social and 

environmental impacts, and on the forest certification criteria.’ 

Section 5 accreditation: 

‘Certification bodies carrying out forest management or chain of custody 

certification, shall be accredited by a national accreditation body so as to 

ensure the credibility of the certification work and to facilitate mutual 

recognition. 

The certification body carrying out forest management certification or 

chain of custody certification against a scheme specific chain of custody 

standard shall be accredited based on 17021 or ISO Guide 65 and the 

relevant forest management or chain of custody standard(s) / scheme 

shall be covered by the accreditation scope. 

In  exceptional  circumstances,  the  PEFC  Council  General  Assembly  

can  approve  a time  limited  exemption  from  the  above requirements  

based  on  a  written application from the PEFC National Governing Body. 

The application shall state (i) reasons for requesting  the  exemption,  (ii)  

description  of  how  the  credibility  of  the  certification process will be 

assured including a list of measures currently undertaken to ensure the 

credibility.’ 

PEFC explained that temporary exemptions from the accreditation 

requirements described in section 5 of Annex 6 can be provided by the 

General Assembly if the General Assembly is convinced that the 

credibility of the certification process is ensured. For example when a 

national accreditation body is not an IAF member at the time of the 

assessment, but has evidentially started the process of obtaining IAF 

membership. Such an exemption was provided in the case of the Russia 
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national forest certification system, which was endorsed before the 

Russian accreditation body was accepted as an IAF member. The time 

limited exemption put in place by PEFC assisted in a timely resolution of 

the issue. By now, the Russian accreditation body is a member of the IAF 

and the exemption therefore no longer in place. 

 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 170659 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

 

PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 Certification and 

Accreditation Procedures, section 3.1 Competence of certification 

bodies: 

1)  The certification body carrying out forest management certification or 

chain of custody certification against a scheme specific chain of custody 

standard, shall fulfil requirements defined in:  

a)  ISO 17021 if the certification is carried out as management system 

certification,  

b)  ISO Guide 65 (EN 45 011) if the certification is carried out as product 

certification (the term “product” is used in its widest sense and includes 

also processes and services ) 

c)  Other requirements for certification bodies defined by the national 

accreditation body. 

 C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

Technical Document Annex 6 Section 4 requires certification bodies to 

operate in accordance with ISO 19011 Guidelines for quality and/or 

environmental management systems auditing, which provides an 

adequate basis. 

ISO 19011:2002, clause 6.3 

Fully addressed C 

 

9 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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Criteria Findings Comments  Score 

  
“6.3 Conducting document review 
  
Prior to the on-site audit activities the auditee’s documentation should 
be reviewed to determine the conformity of the system, as documented, 
with audit criteria. The documentation may include relevant 
management system documents and records, and previous audit reports. 
The review should take into account the size, nature and complexity of 
the organization, and the objectives and scope of the audit. In some 
situations, this review may be deferred until the on-site activities 
commence, if this is not detrimental to the effectiveness of the conduct 
of the audit. In other situations, a preliminary site visit may be conducted 
to obtain a suitable overview of available information. 
If the documentation is found to be inadequate, the audit team leader 
should inform the audit client, those assigned responsibility for 
managing the audit programme, and the auditee. A decision should be 
made as to whether the audit should be continued or suspended until 
documentation concerns are resolved.” 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 Certification and 

Accreditation Procedures: 

Section 4 certification procedures 

‘The maximum period for surveillance audits is one year and maximum 

period for reassessment audit is five years for both forest management 

and chain of custody certifications’ 

Fully addressed. C 
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4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 Certification and 

Accreditation Procedures: 

Section 5 accreditation: 

‘Certification bodies carrying out forest management or chain of custody 

certification, shall be accredited by a national accreditation body so as to 

ensure the credibility of the certification work and to facilitate mutual 

recognition. 

Section 3.1 Competence of certification bodies: 

2)  The certification body carrying out chain of custody certification 

against Annex 4 (Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products – 

Requirements) shall fulfill requirements defined in ISO Guide 65 (EN 

45011) 

3) The  certification  body  carrying  out  chain  of  custody  certification  

shall  have the technical competence in forest based product 

procurement and processing, material flows in different stages of 

processing and trading.   

4)  The certification body shall have a good understanding of the 

national PEFC system against which it carries out forest or chain of 

custody certification.’ 

Fully addressed C 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 1706510 or 

PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 Certification and 

Accreditation Procedures:  

Section 5 accreditation 

Fully addressed C 

 

10 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

 

‘The certification body carrying out forest management certification or 

chain of custody certification against a scheme specific chain of custody 

standard shall be accredited based on 17021 or ISO Guide 65 and the 

relevant forest management or chain of custody standard(s) / scheme 

shall be covered by the accreditation scope. 

The certification body carrying out chain of custody certification against 

Annex 4 (Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products – Requirements) 

shall be accredited based on ISO Guide 65 (EN 45 011) 

In  exceptional  circumstances,  the  PEFC  Council  General  Assembly  

can  approve  a time  limited  exemption  from  the  above requirements  

based  on  a  written application from the PEFC National Governing Body. 

The application shall state (i) reasons for requesting  the  exemption,  (ii)  

description  of  how  the  credibility  of  the  certification process will be 

assured including a list of measures currently undertaken to ensure the 

credibility.’ 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

 

PEFC International Standard: Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products 

– Requirements: 

Section 1 scope 

‘Chain of custody requirements describe a process of how to get from the 

information about the origin associated with the procured raw material 

to the information about the origin which is attached to the 

organisation’s products. This standard specifies two optional approaches 

for chain of custody, namely the physical separation and percentage 

based methods.’ 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

PEFC allows mixing of uncertified materials in the products that carry 

PEFC labels. PEFC International Standard: Chain of Custody of Forest 

Based Products – Requirements: 

5.1.1.1 ‘The percentage based method of the chain of custody applies to 

organisations that are mixing certified material/products with other 

material categories. 

5.6.1 The organisation shall establish a due diligence system in 

compliance with Appendix 2  to  this  standard  to  minimise  the  risk  

that  certified  products  include  raw  material  from controversial 

sources.’ 

Definition of controversial sources: 

Forest management activities which are:   

(a)   not complying with local, national or international legislation, in 

particular related to the following areas:   

-      forestry operations and harvesting, including conversion of forest to 

other use   

-      management of areas with designated high environmental and 

cultural values,   

-      protected and endangered species, including requirements of CITES,   

-      health and labour issues relating to forest workers, 

-      indigenous peoples’ property, tenure and use rights,   

-      payment of taxes and royalties,   

(b)   utilising genetically modified organisms,   

Due Diligence System is 

required implemented for 

uncertified/unverified 

material. The system is 

considered designed to 

ensure compliance with 

legality requirements set out 

in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5. 

C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

(c)   converting  forest  to  other  vegetation  type,  including  conversion  

of  primary  forests  to forest plantations. 

Annex 2: PEFC Due Diligence System (DDS) for avoidance if raw material 

from controversial sources: 

1. Scope 

1.1  This  appendix  provides  requirements for  the  PEFC  Due  Diligence  

System  which  is required to be implemented by all organisations 

implementing this standard for all input forest based  material  of  those  

product  groups  which  are  covered  by  the  organisation’s  chain  of 

custody and for which percentage based method has been applied, with 

the exception of:  

(a)   certified material/products delivered by a supplier with PEFC 

recognised certificate,  

(b)   recycled material,  

(c)   material/products  other  than  certified  which  are  covered  by  the  

supplier’s  PEFC recognised chain of custody certificate,  

(d)   material  covered  by  the  supplier’s  PEFC  DDS  certificate  which  

was  issued  by  PEFC notified and accredited certification body. 

1.8 The organisation shall not include any forest based material 

originating from countries which  are  covered  by  UN,  or  applicable  EU  

or  national  government  sanctions  relating  to export/import of forest 

based products.’ 

2   Self-declaration of suppliers 

2.1 ‘The organisation shall require from all suppliers of material covered 

by the scope of the PEFC DDS, a signed self-declaration that the supplied 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

material does not originate from a controversial  source  with  the  

exemption  applying  to  supplies  delivered  directly  from  forest owners  

of  the  organisation’s  own  country  where  the  organisation  

demonstrates  that  the country is representing “low” risk based on risk 

management criteria of the PEFC DDS.’ 

3 Risk assessment 

3.1 The organisation shall carry out the risk assessment of procuring raw 

material from controversial sources for all input material of the product 

group(s) covered by the scope of the PEFC DDS.’ 

 

4  Management of high risk supplies 

4.1.1  ‘The  organisation  shall  establish  a  second  or  third  party  

verification  programme  for supplies classified as “high” risk. The 

verification programme shall cover:  

(a)   identification  of  the  whole  supply  chain  and  forest  management  

unit(s)  of  the  supply’s origin;  

(b)   on-site inspection and  

(c)   corrective and preventive measures. 

4.3.1 The  organisation’s  verification  programme  shall  include  on-site  

inspections  of suppliers  delivering  “high  risk”  supplies.  The on-site 

inspections can be carried out by the organisation itself (second party 

inspection) or by a third party on behalf of the organisation. The 

organisation may substitute the on-site inspection with documentation 

review where the documentation provides sufficient confidence in the 

material origin in non-controversial sources.’ 
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2.6 Assessment of Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Verification of Legal Origin (VLO) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Origin (VLO) for Forest Management Enterprises (FMEs) VER-30, 20 February 2012 

 Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Legality Verification, Supplementary Guide to Evaluation, VER-01, 01 May 2009 

 Legality Standard Adaptation Procedures VE-14, 14 June 2010 

 Rainforest Alliance Generic Legality Standard for Processing and Trade VER-23 20 February 2012 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries 

 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Origin: 

Principle 1: Legal Right to Harvest  

'The legal status of the forest management enterprise (FME) shall be 

clearly defined and boundaries delineated.  The FME shall prove that it 

has validly obtained the legal right to operate and to harvest timber 

from within the defined forest management unit. 

1.1 Clear and documented legal registration of FME with authorization 

to carry out forest management activities shall exist. 

1.2: FME shall have legal authorization to harvest in Forest 

Management Units. 

 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.2: Where applicable, the FME shall hold a valid permit, license or 

similar instrument governing the harvesting of forest resources. 

1.2.3: Legal permit, license or similar instrument shall have been issued 

according to the relevant laws and regulations by the legally 

designated competent authority. 

1.3: Evidence shall exist that the forest management area has been 

legally classified for the type of land-use or commercial activities 

conducted.’ 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Origin: 

Principle 3: Payment of Relevant Fees and Taxes 

‘The forest management enterprise shall fulfill all obligatory taxes, fees 

and/or royalty payments associated with maintaining the legal right to 

harvest and permitted harvesting volumes. 

3.1:   All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and 

other charges shall be paid in a timely manner.  

3.1.1: FME shall be current with required payments and shall 

maintain documentation for receipt of royalties, fees 

and dues by beneficiaries.      

3.1.2:     Taxes and royalties shall be paid according to the actual 

harvested volume, species and qualities following legal 

requirements. 

3.1.3: Income tax shall be declared according to the legislation 

and applicable tax shall be paid within required 

timelines.’ 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Origin: 

Legal compliance on environment: 

2.5 ‘If legally required, approved Environmental and Social Impact 

Assessments shall be in place. 

2.5.1: If legally required, Environmental and Social Impact Assessments 

shall have been approved by the legally qualified authority.’ 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

Principle 2: Approved Planning Authorizations and Operations  

‘The FME shall have received the necessary approval for the basic and 

fundamental planning requirements legislated as necessary to enable 

forest management and shall adhere to the planning and operational 

requirements. 

2.1: If legally required, a current forest management plan approved 

by the relevant authorities shall be in place prior to 

commencement of corresponding forest management activities. 

2.2: If legally required, annual operating or harvesting plans shall be 

in place and approved by legally qualified authorities. 

2.3: Legally prescribed dimension restrictions and annual allowable 

cut or production quotas shall clearly be included in applicable 

planning and operational documents and adhered to in practice.   

2.4: Harvesting and felling shall be strictly confined to areas and 

species approved for harvesting by national, regional or local 

regulations; these shall be adhered to in practice and, if legally 

required,  identified in the operating or harvesting plans.’ 

Compliance with legal 

requirements are not fully 

addressed.  

NC 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

Legal compliance on biodiversity is not covered. 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Origin: 

Principle 1: Legal Right to Harvest   

1.2: ‘FME shall have legal authorization to harvest in Forest 

Management Units. 

1.2.1: FME shall have documented permission from the resource owner 

to harvest, including those with rights held according to customary law, 

where legally recognized.’ 

Fully addressed C 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Origin: 

Principle 4: Transport and Trade 

‘The FME shall adhere to applicable transport as well as trade, import 

or export regulations, procedures and restrictions. 

4.1: FME shall adhere to applicable wood and wood products 

transport regulations and/or restrictions. 

4.2: FME shall adhere to applicable trade, import and/or export 

regulations and restrictions.  

4.2.1: Permission to trade CITES-listed species shall be documented, 

and compliance with the applicable provisions and requirements 

of CITES shall be demonstrated. 

4.2.2: FME shall document clear evidence of possession of all applicable 

official documents of wood and wood products for import and 

export in accordance with relevant laws and regulations.’ 

Fully addressed C 
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1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes 

which operate in more than one country, 

must have a system in place to ensure that 

the legality requirements, set out in criteria 

1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of the forest management 

standard, are defined at national level. 

 

Legality Standard Adaptation Procedures: 

Introduction & Objective  

‘The following procedure has been developed to guide the development of 

national or regional standards based on  an  adaptation  of  the  generic  

standards  for  Verification  of  Legal  Origin  (VLO)  and  Verification  of  

Legal Compliance (VLC).  

The generic standards for VLO and VLC are global in scope and before 

they can be applied to a specific country or region in a country they need 

to be adapted to address relevant legal requirements of the country or 

region in which they are to be used. This procedure outlines the steps 

necessary to be taken in the process to adapt the generic VLO or VLC 

standards. 

4  Local adaptation of the generic standard 

4.3  SmartWood Regional Office or Partner shall review the generic 

SmartWood VLO or VLC standard and:  

a)  identify any aspects of the generic standard which specify performance 

thresholds lower than the minimum legal requirement in the country 

concerned. If any such differences are identified the  relevant  

thresholds  shall  be  modified  to  ensure  that  they  meet  or  exceed  

the  minimum national requirements.  

b)  add  specific  indicators  (with  appropriate  means  of  verification  if  

required)  and/or  cross-references to the identified documentation to 

evaluate compliance with key requirements of the national  and  local  

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

forest  laws,  administrative  requirements  and  multi-lateral  

environmental agreements related to the VLO and/or VLC standards.  

c) Collect and review applicable laws, regulations and required 

documentation for each principle and Criteria in the standard. The list 

of laws, regulations and required documentation shall be inserted  in  

appendix  to  the  adapted  standard  with  specific  references  to  the  

relevant principle/criteria (see document VER-15). 

The  SmartWood  Regional  Office  or  Partner  shall  modify  or  add  to  

the  indicators  and/or  means  of verification of the SmartWood generic 

standard in order to:  

a) take account of the national context with regards to forest laws and  

regulations;  

b) take account of national environmental, social and economic laws;  

c) ensure that the standard is applicable and practical in the country 

concerned;  

d) address  specific  issues  that  are  of  general  concern  to  any  

stakeholder  group  in  the  country concerned.’ 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme 

must make its requirements publicly 

available. 

 

Forest management and chain of custody standards are publicly available 

at Rainforest Alliance website: http://www.rainforest-

alliance.org/forestry/verification/legal  

Fully addressed C 

http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/forestry/verification/legal
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/forestry/verification/legal
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

Note: Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Origin 

(VLO) for Forest Management Enterprises (FMEs) VER-30, 20 February 

2012 is not yet publicly available.  

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

SmartWood is Rainforest Alliance certification/verification programme. 

SmartWood is accredited to carry out FSC forest management and CoC 

certification, though there is no accreditation of Verification of Legal 

Origin (VLO) standard. 

 

Partially addressed P 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 1706511 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

SmartWood is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out forest 

management evaluations. FSC requires certification bodies to be 

complied with ISO Guide 65. 

Fully addressed C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Legality Verification, 

Supplementary Guide to Evaluation: 

1.1 Preamble 

‘The Guide describes SmartWood procedures for evaluating conformance 

with legality verification standards applied by the Rainforest Alliance. In 

particular this concerns the approved versions of the SmartWood 

Fully addressed C 

 

11 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

Verification of Legal Origin (VLO) and Verification of Legal Compliance 

(VLC) standards.’ 

8.9 Onsite audit 

‘The field audit will include onsite visit by SmartWood auditors to all 

points of the market chain included in the scope of the verification… 

Once in the field, the audit team will: 

Conduct an opening meeting with the client staff where the assessment 

scope and assessment plan are reviewed and finalized 

 Visit office operations; this will include a review of the applicant’s 

system for implementing and monitoring forest products legality 

and chain of custody systems and documented procedures, 

including a review of detailed records and activities related to:  

 exact location of log sources (e.g. harvesting compartment 

number, location); 

 species and volumes of logs from each source; and 

 review of the entirety of the processing chain from the 

source of logs through each step of handling and processing 

until the final product to be included as VLO/VLC. 

 Visit field operations (harvesting, transport and processing as 

appropriate) to assess the implementation of management 

systems and procedures on the ground, especially in relation to 

source of material and chain of custody. The critical elements to 

assess for the CoC are scope definition, identification, 

segregation and documentation. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 Conduct a field evaluation of the legality of the client’s 

operations in regard to environmental, social and harvesting 

laws and regulations (for VLC only). This will include 

observations, measurements, interview with staff and in some 

cases with certain categories of stakeholder (see below).  

 

Conduct a final briefing with the field and office staff of the applicant to 

discuss future steps in the verification process and the team’s 

preliminary findings’ 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

. 

Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Legality Verification, 

Supplementary Guide to Evaluation: 

8.18 Surveillance audit 

‘Following a successful assessment/re-assessment (i.e. no existing major 

CARs and a verification statement issued) there will normally annual 

audits carried out. However, the TM (Task Manager) may require 6 

month audits based on the following: 

In the following cases RA will require 6 month surveillance audit:  

1) the organization has been identified as high-risk by Rainforest 

Alliance; or,  

2) there are 5 or more CARs open for your organization.  

8.19 The re-assessment shall be carried out at the end of the 3 year 

verification period’ 

Fully addressed C 
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4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

SmartWood is accredited to carry out FSC forest management and CoC 

certification, though there is no accreditation of VLO standard. 

Partially addressed P 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 1706512 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

SmartWood is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out CoC 

evaluations. FSC requires certification bodies to be complied with ISO 

Guide 65. 

Fully addressed C 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Legality Standard for Processing and Trade: 

‘This Rainforest Alliance (RA) Chain of Custody (CoC) standard has been 

developed for companies that would like to be verified for purchasing, 

handling, processing, and/or selling of products verified against the 

Rainforest Alliance’s Verification of Legal Origin (VLO) or Verification of 

Legal Compliance (VLC) standards.’ 

Part II: Chain of Custody  

‘Documented control of the Chain of Custody (CoC) of forest products is a 

fundamental requirement in the traceability of the verified forest products 

from the forest source through manufacturing and distribution to ensure 

the authenticity of a verified product claim.  

This section applies from the forest gate through all points of handling; 

including processing facilities, suppliers, manufacturers, and traders. The 

Fully addressed C 

 

12 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

CoC checklist is currently only applicable to Rainforest Alliance standards 

for VLO and VLC; other legality verification schemes may be approved by 

Rainforest Alliance as equivalent to VLO or VLC; such approvals will be 

posted on the Rainforest Alliance website when applicable.  

Note: in the CoC criteria, “verified” refers to materials qualifying as 

Rainforest Alliance VLO/VLC or equivalent.’ 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Legality Standard for Processing and Trade: 

3. Segregation of raw material 

3.1 ‘Organization shall keep verified material physically separate as 

secure units during all stages of handling, i.e., receiving, processing, 

storing, and shipping. 

3.2 All material that cannot be identified as verified shall be kept 

physically separate from verified material. Note: material that is pending 

evidence of its legal status shall be kept separate until such time that 

adequate documentation is obtained.   

3.5 Organization shall not mix verified and non-verified material though 

processing; only products containing 100% verified material (or material 

verified or certified against an equivalent or higher level standard 

approved by Rainforest Alliance) are eligible for Rainforest Alliance 

Verified™ claim. 

3.6  If VLO or VLC verified material is mixed with material verified or 

certified against an equivalent or higher standard approved by 

Rainforest Alliance, the organization shall only apply the lowest level 

verification claim to the total amount of the mixed product.’ 

Fully addressed C 
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2.7 Assessment of Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Verification Legal Compliance (VLC) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance (VLC) VER-04, 18 January 2010 

 Rainforest Alliance Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Conformance (VLC) for Forest Management Enterprises (FME) draft, 20 February 2012 

 Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Legality Verification, Supplementary Guide to Evaluation, VER-01, 01 May 2009 

 Legality Standard Adaptation Procedures VE-14, 14 June 2010 

 Rainforest Alliance Generic Legality Standard for Processing and Trade VER-23 20 February 2012 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries 

 

The VLC standard has been revised, it is understood that this new 

standard will be approved very soon. In light of this the assessment 

looked at both current and revised versions. 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Principle 1: Legal Right to Harvest  

‘The  legal  status  of  the  forest  management  unit  (FMU)  shall  be  

clearly  defined  and  boundaries delineated.    The  forest  management  

enterprise  (FME)  shall  prove  that  it  has  validly  obtained  the legal 

right to operate and to harvest timber from within the defined forest 

management unit.  

 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1:  Clear  and  documented  legal  registration  of  FME  with  

authorization  to  carry  out  forest management activities shall exist. 

1.2:  FME shall have authorization to harvest in Forest Management 

Units. 

1.3:  Evidence shall exist that the forest management area has been 

legally classified for the type of land-use or commercial activities 

conducted.’ 

Verification of Legal Conformance (VLC) for Forest Management 

Enterprises (FME) draft: 

Principle 1: Legal Right to Harvest  

'The legal status of the forest management enterprise (FME) shall be 

clearly defined and boundaries delineated.  The FME shall prove that it 

has validly obtained the legal right to operate and to harvest timber 

from within the defined forest management unit. 

1.1 Clear and documented legal registration of FME with authorization 

to carry out forest management activities shall exist. 

1.2: FME shall have legal authorization to harvest in Forest 

Management Units. 

1.2.2: Where applicable, the FME shall hold a valid permit, license or 

similar instrument governing the harvesting of forest resources. 

1.2.3: Legal permit, license or similar instrument shall have been issued 

according to the relevant laws and regulations by the legally 

designated competent authority. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.3:  Evidence shall exist that the forest management area has been 

legally classified for the type of land-use or commercial activities 

conducted.’ 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Principle 3: Payment of Relevant Fees and Taxes  

‘The  forest  management  enterprise  shall  fulfill  all  obligatory  taxes,  

fees  and/or  royalty  payments associated with maintaining the legal 

right to harvest and permitted harvesting volumes.  

3.1: All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and other 

charges shall be paid.   

3.1.1: Clear and documented evidence shall exist that FME is current 

with required payments and maintains documentation for receipt of 

royalties, fees and dues by beneficiaries.       

3.1.2:  Taxation of species, size, volume and qualities shall be carried 

out according to legal prescriptions.  

3.1.3: Taxes and royalties for the actual harvested volume, species and 

qualities shall be paid according to the legislation.’ 

Verification of Legal Conformance (VLC) for Forest Management 

Enterprises (FME) draft: 

Principle 3: Payment of Relevant Fees and Taxes 

‘The forest management enterprise shall fulfill all obligatory taxes, fees 

and/or royalty payments associated with maintaining the legal right to 

harvest and permitted harvesting volumes. 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

3.1:      All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and 

other charges shall be paid in a timely manner.  

3.1.1:FME shall be current with required payments and shall 

maintain documentation for receipt of royalties, fees 

and dues by beneficiaries.      

3.1.2:  Taxes and royalties shall be paid according to the actual 

harvested volume, species and qualities following legal 

requirements. 

3.1.3: Income tax shall be declared according to the legislation 

and applicable tax shall be paid within required 

timelines.’ 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Legal compliance on environment: 

Principle 6:  Fulfilment of Environmental Regulations  

‘The FME shall demonstrate compliance with all local and national laws 

relating to the environmental obligations of a forest management 

operation.  

6.1:  Environmental precautions and mitigations required as a result of 

the impacts identified in the environmental assessment shall be 

implemented or demonstrated.  

6.3:  Employees of the organization shall be prohibited from hunting 

and trade in wildlife, unless it is legally permitted and they have 

documented permission from the resource owner. 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

Principle 5:  Fulfilment of Harvesting Regulations  

‘The FME shall be operating in compliance with all local and national 

laws relating to the harvesting of forest products.  Management  plans  

and  annual  operating  plans  as  required  by  law  shall  exist, shall  

contain  accurate  information,  and  be  adequately  implemented.  This 

principle provides additional requirements that should be regarded in 

combination with the requirements of Principle 2.  

5.1: Compliance  with  all  relevant  local  and  national  laws,  and  

legally  binding  codes  of  practice relating to forest management 

and harvesting operations shall be documented.    

5.2: The FME shall be in compliance with all forest management plan 

requirements. 

5.3: The  FME  shall  be  in  compliance  with  all  requirements  in  

annual  operating  or  harvesting plans. 

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation: 

Principle 6:  Fulfilment of Environmental Regulations  

‘The FME shall demonstrate compliance with all local and national laws 

relating to the environmental obligations of a forest management 

operation.  

6.2:  All  legally  required  procedures  for  surveying,  managing  and  

protecting  endangered  or threatened species within the 

management unit shall be followed.’  

Verification of Legal Conformance (VLC) for Forest Management 

Enterprises (FME) draft: 

Legal compliance on environment: 
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Principle 6:  Fulfilment of Environmental Regulations 

‘The FME shall demonstrate conformance with local and national laws 

relating to the environmental obligations of a forest management 

operation, including but not limited to conservation of protected areas, 

wildlife, rare, threatened and endangered species, water and soil. 

6.1:  FME shall implement legally required environmental precautions 

and impact mitigation measures required such as those related to 

soil damage, buffer zones, retention of trees, seasonal restrictions 

etc.) 

6.4: Employees of the FME shall be prohibited from hunting and trade 

in wildlife, unless it is legally permitted and documented 

permission from the resource owner exists.   

6.5. FME shall be in conformance with legal requirements of 

environmental monitoring, if applicable.’ 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

Principle 5: Fulfilment of Harvesting Regulations 

‘The FME shall be operating in conformance with legal requirements 

relating to the harvesting of forest products. Management plans and 

annual operating plans as required by law shall exist, shall contain 

accurate information, and be adequately implemented. This principle 

provides additional requirements in addition to the requirements of 

Principle 2. 

5.1:Conformance with relevant local and national laws, and legally 

binding codes of practice relating to forest management and 

harvesting operations shall be documented.   
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5.1.1: FME shall adhere to all legally prescribed specifications 

for harvesting, in addition to those covered in criteria 

2.3 and 2.4, covering aspects such as timing, harvesting 

procedures, equipment, and/or layout of harvest. 

5.2: FME shall be in conformance with forest management plan 

requirements.  

5.2.1:  Forest management plans shall contain all legally 

required information and procedures. 

5.2.2: FME shall implement the management plan according to 

all applicable legal requirements. 

5.3:  FME shall be in compliance with requirements in annual operating 

or harvesting plans. 

5.3.1: Annual operating or harvesting plans shall contain 

accurate information and procedures, according to all 

legal requirements. 

5.3.2: FME shall implement the annual operating or harvesting 

plans according to all legal requirements. 

5.4     Reports on harvesting shall be compiled according to legal 

requirements. 

5.5      FME shall document legality of all contractors including the 

registration and compliance to legal requirements to undertake 

harvesting activities.’ 

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation: 

Principle 6:  Fulfilment of Environmental Regulations 
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6.2: ‘FME shall implement nature protection regulations as applicable 

for protected areas, set-asides, protected species etc. 

6.3: All legally required procedures for surveying, managing and 

protecting endangered or threatened species within the 

management unit shall be followed.’ 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Principle 1: Legal Right to Harvest   

1.2:   ‘FME shall have authorization to harvest in Forest Management 

Units.  

1.2.1:   FME shall have documented permission from the resource 

owner to harvest, including those with rights held according to 

customary law, where legally recognized.’ 

Principle 7:  Fulfilment of Social Regulations 

7.4:      ‘Legally  recognized  customary  user  rights  shall  be  taken  into  

account  in  management  of forest resources. 

7.4.1:   Documented agreements with those who hold customary user 

rights shall be in place prior to harvesting.  

7.4.2:   Appropriate mechanisms and procedures shall be implemented 

to mitigate and resolve conflicts and grievances related to land rights 

and user's rights.’ 

Verification of Legal Conformance (VLC) for Forest Management 

Enterprises (FME) draft: 

Principle 1: Legal Right to Harvest 

1.2:   FME shall have legal authorization to harvest in FMUs. 

Fully addressed C 
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1.2.1: FME shall have documented permission from the resource 

owner to harvest, including those with rights held 

according to customary law, where legally recognized. 

Principle 8:  Third Parties rights 

8.1: ‘Legally recognized customary rights shall be taken into account in 

management of forest resources. 

8.1.1: Documented agreements with those who hold 

customary user rights shall be in place prior to 

harvesting. 

8.1.2: Appropriate mechanisms and procedures shall be 

implemented to mitigate and resolve conflicts and 

grievances related to land rights and user's rights. 

8.2:  Where notification to stakeholders affected by forest operations is 

legally required, timely announcements shall be made about 

planned activities within the legally specified time limits.’ 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Principle 4: Legal Registration, Transport, and Trade  

‘The  organization  (company  or  FME)  shall  be  legally  registered  and  

approved  for  conducting  the defined business as well as it shall 

adhere to applicable transport as well as trade, import or export 

regulations, procedures and restrictions. 

4.4:   Organization shall adhere to applicable trade, import and/or 

export regulations and restrictions. 

Fully addressed C 
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4.5:   Organization shall document clear evidence of possession of all 

applicable official documents of  wood  and  wood  products  for  import  

and  export  in  accordance  with  relevant  laws  and regulations.’ 

 

Verification of Legal Conformance (VLC) for Forest Management 

Enterprises (FME) draft: 

Principle 4: Transport and Trade 

‘The FME shall adhere to applicable transport, trade, import or export 

regulations, procedures and restrictions. 

4.3:  FME shall adhere to applicable wood and wood product trade and 

transport regulations and/or restrictions.  

4.4:  Permission to trade CITES-listed species shall be documented, and 

compliance with the applicable provisions and requirements of 

CITES shall be demonstrated. 

4.5:  FME shall document clear evidence of possession of applicable 

authentic official documents (e.g., customs documents) of wood 

and wood products for import and export in accordance with 

relevant laws and regulations.’ 

 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes 

which operate in more than one country, 

must have a system in place to ensure that 

Legality Standard Adaptation Procedures: 

Introduction & Objective  

Fully addressed C 
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the legality requirements, set out in criteria 

1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of the forest management 

standard, are defined at national level. 

 

‘The following procedure has been developed to guide the development of 

national or regional standards based on  an  adaptation  of  the  generic  

standards  for  Verification  of  Legal  Origin  (VLO)  and  Verification  of  

Legal Compliance (VLC).  

The generic standards for VLO and VLC are global in scope and before 

they can be applied to a specific country or region in a country they need 

to be adapted to address relevant legal requirements of the country or 

region in which they are to be used. This procedure outlines the steps 

necessary to be taken in the process to adapt the generic VLO or VLC 

standards. 

4  Local adaptation of the generic standard 

4.3 SmartWood Regional Office or Partner shall review the generic 

SmartWood VLO or VLC standard and:  

a) identify any aspects of the generic standard which specify performance 

thresholds lower than the minimum legal requirement in the country 

concerned. If any such differences are identified the  relevant  thresholds  

shall  be  modified  to  ensure  that  they  meet  or  exceed  the  minimum 

national requirements.  

b)  add  specific  indicators  (with  appropriate  means  of  verification  if  

required)  and/or  cross-references to the identified documentation to 

evaluate compliance with key requirements of the national  and  local  

forest  laws,  administrative  requirements  and  multi-lateral  

environmental agreements related to the VLO and/or VLC standards.  

c)  Collect and review applicable laws, regulations and required 

documentation for each principle and Criteria in the standard. The list of 

laws, regulations and required documentation shall be inserted  in  
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appendix  to  the  adapted  standard  with  specific  references  to  the  

relevant principle/criteria (see document VER-15). 

4.4   The  SmartWood  Regional  Office  or  Partner  shall  modify  or  add  

to  the  indicators  and/or  means  of verification of the SmartWood 

generic standard in order to:  

a)  take account of the national context with regards to forest laws and 

regulations;  

b) take account of national environmental, social and economic laws;  

c) ensure that the standard is applicable and practical in the country 

concerned;  

d) address  specific  issues  that  are  of  general  concern  to  any  

stakeholder  group  in  the  country concerned.’ 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme 

must make its requirements publicly 

available. 

 

Forest management and chain of custody standards are publicly available 

at Rainforest Alliance website: http://www.rainforest-

alliance.org/forestry/verification/legal  

Note: the draft Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Conformance 

(VLC) for Forest Management Enterprises (FME) is not yet publicly 

available.  

Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/forestry/verification/legal
http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/forestry/verification/legal
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3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

SmartWood is accredited to carry out FSC forest management and CoC 

certification, though there is no accreditation of SmartWood VLC 

standard. 

 

 

 

Partially addressed P 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 6513 or ISO/IEC 17021:2006, or publicly 

available equivalent. 

SmartWood is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out forest 

management evaluations. FSC requires certification bodies to be 

complied with ISO Guide 65. 

Fully addressed C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Legality Verification, 

Supplementary Guide to Evaluation: 

1.1 Preamble 

‘The Guide describes SmartWood procedures for evaluating conformance 

with legality verification standards applied by the Rainforest Alliance. In 

particular this concerns the approved versions of the SmartWood 

Verification of Legal Origin (VLO) and Verification of Legal Compliance 

(VLC) standards.’ 

8.9 Onsite audit 

‘The field audit will include onsite visit by SmartWood auditors to all 

points of the market chain included in the scope of the verification… 

Fully addressed C 

 

13 ISO Guide 65 will be replaced by ISO 17065 in 2012 
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Once in the field, the audit team will: 

Conduct an opening meeting with the client staff where the assessment 

scope and assessment plan are reviewed and finalized 

 Visit office operations; this will include a review of the applicant’s 

system for implementing and monitoring forest products legality 

and chain of custody systems and documented procedures, 

including a review of detailed records and activities related to:  

 exact location of log sources (e.g. harvesting compartment 

number, location); 

 species and volumes of logs from each source; and 

 review of the entirety of the processing chain from the 

source of logs through each step of handling and processing 

until the final product to be included as VLO/VLC. 

 Visit field operations (harvesting, transport and processing as 

appropriate) to assess the implementation of management 

systems and procedures on the ground, especially in relation to 

source of material and chain of custody. The critical elements to 

assess for the CoC are scope definition, identification, 

segregation and documentation. 

 Conduct a field evaluation of the legality of the client’s 

operations in regard to environmental, social and harvesting 

laws and regulations (for VLC only). This will include 

observations, measurements, interview with staff and in some 

cases with certain categories of stakeholder (see below).  
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Conduct a final briefing with the field and office staff of the applicant to 

discuss future steps in the verification process and the team’s 

preliminary findings’ 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Part II: Verification Statement, Reporting, and Auditing 

3. Auditing  

‘SmartWood shall determine the frequency and scope of surveillance 

audits for the application of this standard, with a minimum frequency of 

6 months. Surveillance audits (e.g. 6 months audits) may be carried out 

in the form of desk audits. SmartWood provides further guidance on 

audit frequency and on what entities need to be audited within the 

SmartWood verification evaluation procedures’.    

Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Programme Legality Verification, 

Supplementary Guide to Evaluation: 

8.18 Surveillance audit 

‘Following a successful assessment/re-assessment (i.e. no existing major 

CARs and a verification statement issued) there will normally annual 

audits carried out. However, the TM (Task Manager) may require 6 

month audits based on the following: 

In the following cases RA will require 6 month surveillance audit:  

1) the organization has been identified as high-risk by Rainforest 

Alliance; or,  

2) there are 5 or more CARs open for your organization.  

Fully addressed C 
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8.19 The re-assessment shall be carried out at the end of the 3 year 

verification period’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

SmartWood is accredited to carry out FSC forest management and CoC 

certification, though there is no accreditation of SmartWood VLC 

standard. 

Partially addressed P 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 1706514 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

SmartWood is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out CoC 

evaluations. FSC requires certification bodies to be complied with ISO 

Guide 65. 

Fully addressed C 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Principle CoC: Chain of Custody   

Fully addressed C 

 

14 See footnote 1. 
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 ‘Documented control of the chain of custody (CoC) of forest products is a 

fundamental requirement in the  traceability  of  the  verified  forest  

products  from  the  forest  source  through  manufacturing  and 

distribution to ensure the authenticity of a verified product claim.   

This  principle  applies  from  the  point  of  harvest  up  to  the  forest  

gate  for  forest  management enterprises (FMEs) and between handling 

steps for processing facilities, suppliers, manufacturers, and  traders.  

The “In-forest Production Criteria” refer specifically to CoC for FMEs.  The 

multi-site criteria are only applicable in case the verification includes 

multiple sites in the scope of verification. The  CoC  checklist  is  currently  

only  applicable  to  SmartWood  standards  for  VLO  and  VLC;  other 

legality verification schemes may be approved by SmartWood as 

equivalent to VLO or VLC; such approvals  will  be  posted  on  the  

Rainforest  Alliance  website  when  applicable.  Note:  in the CoC criteria, 

“verified” refers to materials qualifying as SmartWood VLO/VLC or 

equivalent.’ 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Legality Standard for Processing and Trade: 

‘This Rainforest Alliance (RA) Chain of Custody (CoC) standard has been 

developed for companies that would like to be verified for purchasing, 

handling, processing, and/or selling of products verified against the 

Rainforest Alliance’s Verification of Legal Origin (VLO) or Verification of 

Legal Compliance (VLC) standards.’ 

Part II: Chain of Custody  

‘Documented control of the Chain of Custody (CoC) of forest products is a 

fundamental requirement in the traceability of the verified forest products 

from the forest source through manufacturing and distribution to ensure 

the authenticity of a verified product claim.  
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This section applies from the forest gate through all points of handling; 

including processing facilities, suppliers, manufacturers, and traders. The 

CoC checklist is currently only applicable to Rainforest Alliance standards 

for VLO and VLC; other legality verification schemes may be approved by 

Rainforest Alliance as equivalent to VLO or VLC; such approvals will be 

posted on the Rainforest Alliance website when applicable.  

Note: in the CoC criteria, “verified” refers to materials qualifying as 

Rainforest Alliance VLO/VLC or equivalent.’ 

 

 

 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

SmartWood Generic Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance: 

Principle CoC: Chain of Custody   

CoC 17:  ‘Organization  shall  not  mix  verified  and  non-verified  

material  though  processing;  only products  containing  100%  verified  

material  (or  material  verified  or  certified  against  an  

equivalent or higher level standard approved by SmartWood) are eligible 

for SmartWood claims.   

CoC 18:   If  VLO  or  VLC  verified  material  is  mixed  with  material  

verified  or  certified  against  an equivalent or higher standard approved 

by SmartWood, the organization shall only apply the lowest level 

verification claim to the total amount of the mixed product.’ 

Rainforest Alliance Generic Legality Standard for Processing and Trade: 

3. Segregation of raw material 

Fully addressed C 
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3.1 ‘Organization shall keep verified material physically separate as 

secure units during all stages of handling, i.e., receiving, processing, 

storing, and shipping. 

3.2 All material that cannot be identified as verified shall be kept 

physically separate from verified material. Note: material that is pending 

evidence of its legal status shall be kept separate until such time that 

adequate documentation is obtained.  

3.5 Organization shall not mix verified and non-verified material though 

processing; only products containing 100% verified material (or material 

verified or certified against an equivalent or higher level standard 

approved by Rainforest Alliance) are eligible for Rainforest Alliance 

Verified™ claim. 

3.6  If VLO or VLC verified material is mixed with material verified or 

certified against an equivalent or higher standard approved by 

Rainforest Alliance, the organization shall only apply the lowest level 

verification claim to the total amount of the mixed product.’ 
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2.8 Assessment of Soil Association Woodmark Forest Verification of Legal Compliance (FVLC) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 ST-FTLC-001 Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests (FVLC), July 2012 

 IP-GEN-001-07 Woodmark Profile June 2012 

 PP-FVLC-001-01 Policy and Procedure for Adaptation of the Woodmark Standard for Verification of Legal Compliance in Forests (FVLC standard) 

 RT-CVLC-001-01 Report Template including Standard for Chain of Custody Verification of Legal Compliance 

 PP-FVLC/CVLC-001-01 Audit procedure for Verification of Legal Compliance (VLC) in Forests and Processing (Chain of Custody) operations 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries 

 

Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests: 

PRINCIPLE #1:   COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS   

‘The Organisation shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and 

nationally-ratified international treaties, conventions and agreements. 

1.2 The Organisation shall demonstrate that the legal status of the 

Management Unit, including tenure and use rights, and its boundaries, 

are clearly defined. 

1.2.1 Forest Managers shall provide clear evidence of tenure and/or use 

rights to the land and/or resources, and duration of tenure/use rights. 

1.2.2 The FME shall provide a map (or maps) of the forest management 

unit showing legal boundaries, at a scale to permit identification of 

Fully addressed C 
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proposed harvest areas; relevant information such as ownership, 

customary rights and legal restrictions shall be clearly indicated. 

1.3 The Organisation shall have legal rights to operate in the 

Management Unit, which fit the legal status of the Organisation and of 

the Management Unit, and shall comply with the associated legal 

obligations in applicable national and local laws and regulations and 

administrative requirements.  The legal rights shall provide for harvest 

of products and/or supply of ecosystem services from within the 

Management Unit.  The Organisation shall pay the legally prescribed 

charges associated with such rights and obligations. 

1.3.1 Where legally required, the Management Unit shall be legally 

classified for the types of land use or commercial activities included in 

the legal right to operate. 

1.3.2 The Organisation shall have written authorisation from the legally 

competent agency to operate or harvest within, or obtain ecosystem 

services, from the Management Unit.’ 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

 

Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests: 

1.3 ‘The Organisation shall have legal rights to operate in the 

Management Unit, which fit the legal status of the Organisation and of 

the Management Unit, and shall comply with the associated legal 

obligations in applicable national and local laws and regulations and 

administrative requirements.  The legal rights shall provide for harvest 

of products and/or supply of ecosystem services from within the 

Management Unit.  The Organisation shall pay the legally prescribed 

charges associated with such rights and obligations. 

1.3.6 All legal and administrative requirements are met concerning 

payment of taxes, import and export duties, royalties, fees and 

Fully addressed C 
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penalties concerning the resource management, use of and trade in the 

goods and services until point of sale’ 

1.3.7 Where required by law the Organisation shall authenticate its 

payments to government agencies with validated and dated receipts 

1.3.8 Where required by law, payments for resource access made to 

non-governmental land owners and right holders, and contracts 

relating to obligatory social development services associated with 

forest harvesting permits (eg. cahiers des charges) must be 

authenticated 

1.5.2 Income from wood and wood products sales shall be declared 

according to the legislation, and income tax shall be paid in full within 

required timelines. 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests: 

1.3 ‘The Organisation shall have legal rights to operate in the 

Management Unit, which fit the legal status of the Organisation and of 

the Management Unit, and shall comply with the associated legal 

obligations in applicable national and local laws and regulations and 

administrative requirements.  The legal rights shall provide for harvest 

of products and/or supply of ecosystem services from within the 

Management Unit.  The Organisation shall pay the legally prescribed 

charges associated with such rights and obligations.’ 

Legal compliance on environment: 

1.3.10. Forest managers implement appropriate controls to ensure that 

provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity applicable in their 

region are respected. 

Fully addressed C 
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1.3.13 The Organisation shall comply with legally required procedures 

for surveying, management and protecting rare, threatened or 

endangered species or habitats in the Management Unit 

1.3.14 ‘Harvesting is carried out within the authorised boundaries and 

does not occur in designated parks, forest reserves, or any other 

officially protected areas or exclusion zones. 

1.3.15 Unless legally permitted and with permission from the resource 

owner(s), workers and contractors of the Organisation shall be 

prohibited from hunting, fishing, trapping, collecting and trading in 

wildlife. 

1.3.20 Where legally required, there is an environmental assessment 

which has valid approval by the legally competent agency.’ 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

1.3.3 ‘The Organisation shall comply with all legally required 

specifications on harvesting restrictions such as those on timing, 

weather, equipment, harvest layout, post-harvesting works. 

1.3.4 The Organisation shall provide information on species as follows: 

Scientific and common (or trade name of each species); Annual 

allowable harvest per species; Species covered by CITES; Species which 

are banned from harvesting /sale. 

1.3.5 Dimensions of harvested timber, and species, shall conform to the 

relevant license or permit and harvesting regulations. 

1.3.19 Where legally required, there are management plan 

document(s), including harvesting restrictions and quotas, and 
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business/investment plans as applicable, which have valid approval by 

the legally competent agency. 

 

1.3.22 Where legally required, there are annual operating plans which 

have valid approval by the legally competent agency.’ 

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation: 

1.3.10 ‘Forest managers implement appropriate controls to ensure that 

provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity applicable in their 

region are respected. 

1.3.13 The Organisation shall comply with legally required procedures 

for surveying, management and protecting rare, threatened or 

endangered species or habitats in the Management Unit’ 

1.3.15 Unless legally permitted and with permission from the resource 

owner(s), workers and contractors of the Organisation shall be 

prohibited from hunting, fishing, trapping, collecting and trading in 

wildlife. 

1.5.1 Managers ensure compliance with the applicable provisions and 

requirements of CITES where CITES ratified; including possession of 

permits for harvest or trade in any CITES-listed species, if applicable. 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests: 

PRINCIPLE #1:   COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS   

‘The Organisation shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and 

nationally-ratified international treaties, conventions and agreements. 

Fully addressed C 
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1.2.3 Where resource access rights of the organisation overlap with 

pre-existing tenures, resource or land use, the holders of the pre-

existing legal or customary rights maintain control over their tenure 

and resource rights unless they delegate their control to third parties 

with Free, Prior and Informed Consent.’ 

1.6 The Organisation shall identify, prevent and resolve disputes over 

issues of statutory or customary law, which can be settled out of court, 

in a timely manner, through engagement with affected stakeholders. 

1.6.2 There are no disputes of substantial magnitude, or involving a 

significant number of interests, that are unresolved over a prolonged 

period of time’ 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests: 

1.5 ‘The Organisation shall comply with the applicable national laws, 

local laws, ratified international conventions and obligatory codes of 

practice, relating to the transportation and trade of forest products 

within and from the Management Unit, and /or up to the point of first 

sale. 

1.5.1 Managers ensure compliance with the applicable provisions and 

requirements of CITES where CITES ratified; including possession of 

permits for harvest or trade in any CITES-listed species, if applicable. 

1.5.3 The Organisation has all applicable official documents of wood 

and wood products for import and export in accordance with relevant 

laws and regulations.’ 

Fully addressed C 

 

 



Annexes - Assessment of certification and legality verification schemes  
 

 

122 
 

 

 

 

 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes 

which operate in more than one country, 

must have a system in place to ensure that 

the legality requirements, set out in criteria 

1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of the forest management 

standard, are defined at national level. 

 

Policy and Procedure for Adaptation of the Woodmark Standard for 

Verification of Legal Compliance in Forests: 

5.0 Policy 

‘Prior to the first Forest Legal Compliance Verification Audit in a particular 

country, the Woodmark Generic FVLC Standard will be adapted to be in 

accordance with applicable legislation in that country, including 

legislation covering the following aspects: 

1) Legality of operation  

2) Legal right to harvest within legal boundaries 

3) Compliance with legislation related to forest management, 

environment, labour and welfare, health and safety 

4) Compliance with legislation related to taxes and royalties 

5) Respect for tenure or use rights of land and resources that may 

be affected by timber harvest rights 

6) Compliance with requirements for trade and export, customs 

procedures 

7) Compliance with international treaties (eg. ILO, CBD) 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

8) Protection from illegal uses. 

The Standard will be updated as Woodmark are aware of legislative 

changes or developments in a country; and as standard practice will be 

fully reviewed every 5 years.  

 

6.0 Procedures 

6.1 Prior to a first evaluation in a particular country, Woodmark will carry 

out background research on any existing standards and legislation, 

Voluntary Partnership Agreements where these are in place, etc. 

6.2 Where there is no FSC-approved national standard based on v5 of the 

FSC P&C, Woodmark will carry out a technical review and initial 

adaptation process , incorporating specific indicators and verifiers from 

applicable legislation to adapt the Woodmark standard for that country.  

A list of legislation considered shall be appended to the standard. 

6.3 Where there is an FSC approved National Standard on the basis of v5 

of the FSC P&C* , which incorporates indicators and verifiers based on 

existing legislation and information from VPA into Principle 1, this will be 

used as the basis for the Woodmark FVLC standard for that country  

*expected from 2014 

6.4 The Principle and Criteria are the basis of this standard, and will not 

be amended; however specific indicators and verifiers may be amended 

during the standard adaptation.’  

Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests: 

Introduction: 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

‘The Woodmark FVLC standard is based on FSC Principle 1 (v5 , 2011) 

which was developed through a multi-stakeholder process over 3 years 

and in conformance with ISEAL Code of Good Practice for Setting Social 

and Environmental Standards, to cover legal aspects of forest 

management.  Where there is no FSC-approved national standard based 

on v5 of the FSC P&C, Woodmark will carry out an initial adaptation 

process as above. The country or region -specific standard is then posted 

on the Woodmark website and stakeholder consultation carried out prior 

to field verification.  The Principle and Criteria are the basis of this 

standard, and will not be amended; however specific indicators and 

verifiers may be amended during the standard adaptation.  Where there 

is a FSC-approved national standard based on the v5 of the FSC P&C, 

Woodmark will use this as the basis for the FVLC standard.  It is 

understood that FSC national standards will incorporate indicators and 

verifiers from VPAs.’ 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme 

must make its requirements publicly 

available. 

 

Standards and procedures are publicly available on the Woodmark 

website at: 

http://www.sacert.org/woodmark/verificationoflegalcompliance    

 

Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

http://www.sacert.org/woodmark/verificationoflegalcompliance
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

 

Soil Association Woodmark is the Soil Association’s forestry and chain of 

custody certification scheme. Woodmark is accredited to carry out FSC 

forest management and CoC certification as well as PEFC CoC evaluation, 

though there is no accreditation of Woodmark FVLC standard. 

 

Partially addressed P 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 1706515 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

 

Woodmark is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out forest 

management and CoC evaluations. It is also accredited by UKAS for CoC 

certification to PEFC standards. Both FSC and PEFC require certification 

body to be compliant with ISO Guide 65 or ISO/IEFC 17021: 2006. 

Fully addressed C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

Audit procedure for Verification of Legal Compliance (VLC) in Forests and 

Processing (Chain of Custody) operations: 

6.5 ‘The details of each Main Evaluation audit will vary according to 

context, but will always include the following stages: 

 Opening meeting  

 Audit of documents and records (e.g. for forests - inventory 

/harvesting records, maps, tenure documents, management 

planning documentation, forest management policies, health & 

safety and training records) 

 Inspection of the forest /or COC operation: field visits 

Fully addressed C 

 

15 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 Stakeholder consultations (forests only) 

 Control of tracking and tracing 

 Closing  meeting’ 

 

 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

Audit procedure for Verification of Legal Compliance (VLC) in Forests and 

Processing (Chain of Custody) operations: 

6.8 ‘Surveillance visits are carried out at a monthly, quarterly, six-

monthly or annual basis, depending on the complexity of the situation, 

the degree of control required and the degree of potential risk. The 

interval between surveillance visits is no longer than 12 months.’ 

Fully addressed C 

 

4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

Soil Association Woodmark is the Soil Association’s forestry and chain of 

custody certification scheme. Woodmark is accredited to carry out FSC 

forest management and CoC certification (accredited by Accreditation 

Services International), as well as PEFC CoC evaluations (accredited by 

UKAS), though there is no accreditation of Woodmark FVLC standard. 

Partially addressed P 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 1706516 or 

Woodmark is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out forest 

management and CoC evaluations. It is also accredited by UKAS for COC 

Fully addressed C 

 

16 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

certification to PEFC standards. Both FSC and PEFC require certification 

body to be compliant with ISO Guide 65 or ISO/IEFC 17021: 2006. 

 

 

 

 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

 

Woodmark Standard – Verification of Legal Compliance for Forests: 

1.5.4 ‘Managers ensure effective chain of custody control through 

procedures and practices of the forest products from point of origin until 

transfer of ownership, including: (1) legally required and authorised (if 

required) transport documents; and (2) following certification, invoices 

and delivery documents include a VLC claim and code’ 

Detailed requirements of CoC standards are covered in Report Template 

including Standard for Chain of Custody Verification of Legal 

Compliance. 

Fully addressed C 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

Report Template including Standard for Chain of Custody Verification of 

Legal Compliance: 

System requirements 

2.3 ‘For timber products covered by a legality verification system other 

than Woodmark VLC, an agreement provided by the supplying scheme's 

CB has been signed by both parties.’ 

Guidance for auditor: 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

‘Currently applies to RA SmartWood VLC, others will need to be added as 

they arise. Woodmark cross-references other scheme requirements to 

ensure that they are at least equivalent to Woodmark standards’ 

According to SA, the only mixing permitted is that of verified Woodmark 

VLC material and VLC material verified by another certifier using a 

standard that is deemed to meet Woodmark VLC requirements. 

Otherwise mixing is not permitted, as below: 

Segregation and processing  

 

4.1 ‘There is a clearly marked storage area maintained for all products 

covered within the scope of this evaluation 

4.2 For any products awaiting documentation or confirmation from 

supplier, there is a clearly marked quarantine area. 

4.4 It is ensured that all other wood/fibre is kept separately and is not 

mixed with VLC product groups during processing. (describe how)’ 
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2.9 Assessment of SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) 

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Standard for the Assessment of Forests, Version 1.0 - July 19 2010 

 SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Chain of Custody Standard, Version 1.0 - July 19 2010 

 SCS LegalHarvest Verification Manual, V1-0, August 2010 

 SCS LegalHarvest Verification Program Quality Manual, V4-0, June 2011 

 

Assessment result 

1. Legality criteria 

1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries 

 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Standard for the Assessment of 

Forests: 

Principle 1:   ‘The Forest Management Entity (FME) shall be a legitimate 

organization and is authorized to conduct business in accordance with 

legal requirements of the country and locality where it operates. 

1.2 The FME shall operate as a legitimate forest management 

organization in accordance with local government requirements.  

 1.2.1 The FME shall have clear, documented rights to operate in the 

forestry sector and on the lands from which the subject timber products 

are sourced.’ 

 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 

Principle 2:    ‘The FME shall have the necessary authorizations to 

conduct forest harvesting-related activities at all locations under 

operation.    

2.1 The FME shall have legal access and harvesting rights to the forest 

management unit according to national legislation and regulations. 

2.1.3 The FME shall hold a legal harvesting document (permit or 

license) issued in concurrence with the laws and regulations governing 

forest management and harvesting of forest resources.’ 

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Standard for the Assessment of 

Forests:  

Principle 3:  ‘The FME shall maintain forest harvesting rights by paying 

associated taxes, royalties or fees relevant to the harvest of timber and 

the management of the forest resource.  

 3.1 All applicable and required taxes, fees, royalties, or other charges 

shall be paid within the prescribed time period.  

 3.1.1 Written acknowledgement of receipt of royalties, fees, or dues by 

beneficiaries shall exist.   

 3.1.2 Documents relating to payments of fees and taxes from relevant 

agencies and the FME shall be in agreement.  

 3.1.3 Records of revenue from all timber harvests shall be kept 

accurate and made available to the audit team.’ 

 

 

Fully addressed C 



Annexes - Assessment of certification and legality verification schemes  
 

 

131 
 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 

 

1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Standard for the Assessment of 

Forests:  

Legal compliance on environment: 

4.3 The FME shall provide evidence of compliance with any required 

laws regulating the environmental or social impacts of timber 

harvesting 

4.3.1 The FME shall complete environmental impact assessments and, if 

legally required, implement the findings in accordance with relevant 

laws and regulations.’ 

Legal compliance on forest management: 

Principle 4:  ‘The FME complies with all relevant local and national laws 

and regulations governing the harvesting of timber.  

4.1 If legally required, locally or nationally, a forest management plan 

and annual operating plans shall be officially approved and followed. 

4.2 The FME shall demonstrate compliance with national and local laws 

and legally binding codes of practice relating to harvesting operations.’ 

Legal compliance on biodiversity conservation: 

4.2 ‘The FME shall demonstrate compliance with national and local 

laws and legally binding codes of practice relating to harvesting 

operations. 

 C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.2.4 Harvesting shall be conducted within the authorized boundaries 

and shall not occur in designated parks, forest reserves, or any other 

officially protected areas or logging exclusion zones. 

4.4 Harvesting of specific species or trees shall be conducted in 

compliance with national or local regulations, as well as international 

conventions of which the host country is a signatory. 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Standard for the Assessment of 

Forests: 

Principle 2: ‘The FME shall have the necessary authorizations to 

conduct forest harvesting-related activities at all locations under 

operation.    

2.1 The FME shall have legal access and harvesting rights to the forest 

management unit according to national legislation and regulations. 

2.1.1 The FME shall provide a map (or maps) of the forest management 

area at a scale to permit identification of proposed harvest areas; 

relevant information such as ownership, customary rights and legal 

restrictions shall be clearly indicated.  

 2.1.2 The FME shall have a legal title or documented authorization 

from the resource owner (including persons with customary resources 

rights where legally recognized) to the lands on which it operates and 

to the timber resource.’   

 

 

Fully addressed C 

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Standard for the Assessment of 

Forests: 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

Principle 4: ‘The FME complies with all relevant local and national laws 

and regulations governing the harvesting of timber 

4.5  The FME shall employ an identification system for trees, stumps 

and logs and comply with all applicable timber transport and export 

regulations.’ 

 

1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes which 

operate in more than one country, must have a 

system in place to ensure that the legality 

requirements, set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of 

the forest management standard, are defined at 

national level. 

 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Standard for the Assessment of 

Forests: 

A Scope 

‘The principles and criteria laid out in this Standard are generic and 

are designed to be applicable in any country.  However, because laws 

and regulations related to the harvesting of timber vary from 

country to country SCS takes added measures to ensure that the LHV 

Standard for the Assessment of Forests and local laws are in 

agreement through a process of stakeholder outreach.  Prior to 

conducting an initial assessment in a specific country, SCS identifies 

and consults with local stakeholders for a period of at least 30 days 

for the purpose of cross-referencing this generic standard with local 

laws and regulations, and identifying the relevant indicators and 

verifiers for the assessment.  Generic LHV criteria that are not legally 

required at the national and/or local level will not have indicators for 

that specific country (except for relevant traceability indicators under 

criteria 4.6).   

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

Alternatively, if a country has already undergone an extensive and 

open process of stakeholder consultation and has clearly identified 

local indicators from which to assess an entity’s legal right to 

harvest, SCS reserves the right to adapt or wholly replace the SCS 

LHV Standard with the locally recognized standard.  Modifications to 

the SCS LHV Standard through the use of locally adapted versions or 

national standards shall not reduce its rigorousness directly or 

indirectly.  Additionally, if through the process of stakeholder 

outreach it is determined that there are legal conflicts which cannot 

be resolved or that high levels of corruption and a lack of credible 

licensing and enforcement make the validation of documents 

impossible, SCS reserves the right to not offer services in the region.’ 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme must 

make its requirements publicly available. 

Standards for forest and CoC assessments of SCS LegalHarvest 

Verification are available at SCS website: 

http://www.scscertified.com/nrc/legalharvest.php  

Fully addressed C 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

SCS is accredited by FSC to carry out forest management and chain of 

custody certification. However, there is no accreditation for its 

LegalHarvest Verification programme. 

Partially addressed P 

http://www.scscertified.com/nrc/legalharvest.php
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 1706517 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

SCS is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out forest 

management and chain of custody evaluations. FSC requires certification 

bodies to be complied with ISO Guide 65. 

Fully addressed C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

Verification Manual: 

LegalHarvest Verification Process Diagram: 

Evaluation Audit:     

‘SCS auditor conducts on‐site inspection:  visits facilities and forests,  

requests and reviews documents, gathers evidence and conducts  

interviews.’  

Program Quality Manual: 

11. Evaluation 

(11.1) ‘LHV Lead Auditors conduct the evaluation of the applicant’s 

operations on-site in accordance with the criteria of the relevant 

Verification Standard(s) and ISO 19011 auditing practices’ 

Fully addressed C 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

Verification Manual: 

LegalHarvest Verification Process Diagram: 

‘The annual audit cycle is conducted on the same basis as  

the initial evaluation audit:  

Fully addressed C 

 

17 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

- Surveillance audit confirmed (via Work Order) and conducted; 

- Annual Audit Report prepared by auditor and reviewed by SCS 

and the client, non-conformities and subsequent corrective 

actions are assessed; 

- Decision on continued verification is made.’ 

 

 

 

Program Quality Manual: 

15 Surveillance 

(15.1) ‘In order for a client to maintain the validity of their LegalHarvest 

Statement with SCS, the Statement holder must:  

1) Maintain conformance to the SCS Assessment Services Agreement; 

and   

2) Successfully complete annual Surveillance Audits and any additional 

audits deemed necessary by SCS, exhibiting conformance to the relevant 

LHV Standard(s).’ 

 

4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

SCS is accredited by FSC to carry out forest management and chain of 

custody certification. However, there is no accreditation for its 

LegalHarvest Verification programme. 

Partially addressed P 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 1706518 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

SCS is a certification body accredited by FSC to carry out forest 

management and chain of custody evaluations. FSC requires certification 

bodies to be complied with ISO Guide 65. 

Fully addressed C 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification includes a CoC standard. Scope of this 

standard states that ‘The SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Chain of 

Custody Standard is intended for entities who want to accurately track 

and make claims about the legal origin and transport of their products.  

It is intended to track LHV timber products but can also be used to track 

timber products verified to other legal origin standards, under mutual 

recognition. 

Fulfillment of the Chain of Custody requirements included in this 

Standard will demonstrate the ability of organizations to accurately 

track LegalHarvest Verified timber products received from recognized 

supply chain participants through their internal processes in order to 

make accurate claims to their customers about the products’ legal 

origins.’ 

Fully addressed C 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

SCS LegalHarvest Verification does not allow mixing of unverified 

material.  

SCS LegalHarvest Verification (LHV) Chain of Custody Standard: 

Principle 3:  ‘The entity shall employ a secure system of physical 

separation for all verified products to be sold as SCS LegalHarvest 

Verified (LHV). 

Fully addressed C 

 

18 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

3.1 The entity shall clearly identify LHV wood staged or stored on-site by:  

 a. Marking secure units with a unique distinguishing mark; and/or   

 b. Keeping LHV wood in a demarcated area physically separate from 

non-LHV material. 

3.2  The entity clearly identifies LHV wood throughout manufacturing 

and/or processing by:  

 a. Physically separating lines of production; and/or  

 b. Planning and implementing production activities at clearly distinct 

times.’ 
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2.10 Assessment of NEPCon LegalSource Standard (LS)  

Third draft, 26 October 2012 

Source documents 

 NEPCon LegalSourceTM  Standard, Second draft for public consultation. 4 October 2012 

 LS-01 LegalSource Service Handbook.  Draft 15 October 2012 

  

1. Legality criteria1.1 Forest standard on legal compliance 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.1.1 The standard requires that the forest 

owner/manager has rights to harvest timber 

within legally gazetted boundaries 

 

Annex 1: Requirements for evaluating legal conformance at the forest 
level 
1 Compliance with applicable legislation 
 
1. Legal rights to harvest  
General requirement: The legal status of the FME shall be clearly 
defined and its boundaries delineated. The FME shall prove that it has 
validly obtained the legal right to operate and to harvest timber from 
within the defined FMU.  

 

1.1 Land tenure and management rights  
Required verifiers:  

  Land registry shall confirm ownership and validity of property deed  

 Tax authorities shall confirm valid tax registration  

 The business register shall confirm valid business licenses to operate 

within the jurisdiction  

 In areas with land ownership conflicts, consultation with 

neighbours, local communities and others shall confirm that land 

tenure rights are clear  

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 Stakeholder consultation shall confirm that registration of FME has 

been granted following legally prescribed processes  

 Stakeholder consultation shall confirm that legal status of the 

operation or rights for conducting the established activities are not 

subject to court orders or other legally established decisions to 

cease operations.  

 The management contract or other agreements with the owner 

shall indicate clear management rights  

 Valid business registration documents shall exist The issuance of 

legal rights and registration shall have been subject to public 

disclosure prior to commencement of any activities within FMUs  

 Inspections of harvesting site shall confirm that harvesting  

 

1.2 Concession licenses  
Required verifiers:  

 Established legal procedures for obtaining concession licenses shall 

be followed  

 Valid concession license agreements shall exist  

 The process of obtaining concession shall follow an open and 

transparent process based on clear criteria  

 Stakeholder consultation shall confirm that legal procedures for 

obtaining concession licenses have been followed  
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.3 Management and harvesting planning  
Required verifiers:  

  Approved forest management plans shall exist for the FMU where 

the harvesting is taking place  

 Forest management plans shall contain all legally required 

information and procedures  

 Annual operating or harvesting plans shall be in place and approved 

by legally competent authorities  

 Annual operating or harvesting plans shall contain information and 

procedures, according to all legal requirements  

 

1.4 Harvesting permits  
Required verifiers:  

 Harvesting permits (license or similar legal document governing the 

harvesting of forest resources) shall exist  

 Harvesting limits shall be clearly defined based on maps and 

quantities  

 Authorities shall confirm the validity of harvesting permit  

 Stakeholder consultation shall confirm that harvesting permit has 

been issued according to the relevant laws and regulations by the 

legally designated competent authority  

 Field inspection shall confirm that harvesting takes place within 

limits given in the harvesting permit  
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 Field inspection shall confirm that information regarding area, 

species, volumes and other information given in the harvesting 

permit are correct and within limits prescribed in the legislation  

 Field inspection shall confirm that all harvesting restrictions given in 

the harvesting permit are observed such as buffer zones, protected 

trees, placement of logging trails etc.  

1.1.2 The standard requires payments for 

harvest rights and timber including duties 

related to timber harvesting. 

 

Annex 1: Requirements for evaluating legal conformance at the forest 
level 
1 Compliance with applicable legislation 
 
2. Taxes and fees  
General requirement: The FME shall fulfil all obligatory taxes, fees 
and/or royalty payments associated with maintaining the legal right to 
harvest and permitted harvesting volumes.  

 

2.1 Payment of royalties and harvesting fees  
Required verifiers:  

  Receipts shall exist for payments of harvesting related royalties, 

taxes, harvesting fees and other charges  

 Volumes, species and qualities given in sales and transport 

documents shall match the paid fees  

 Classification of species, volumes and qualities shall match the 

royalties and fees paid  

 Competent authorities shall confirm that operation is up to date in 

payment of applicable fees  

2.2 Value added taxes and other sales taxes  
Required verifiers:  

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 Sales documents shall include applicable sales taxes  

 Receipts for payment sales taxes shall exist  

 Volumes, species and qualities given in sales and transport 

documents shall match the fees paid  

 Sales prices shall be in line with market prices  

 Harvested species, volume and qualities shall match the sales 

documents  

 Competent authorities shall confirm that operation is up to date in 

payment of applicable sales taxes  

2.3 Income and profit taxes  
Required verifiers:  

 Declared revenues to tax authorities shall be in line with the actual 

volumes harvested by the FMU  

 Organisation shall conduct transactions via bank transfer (instead of 

operating in cash)  

 Receipts for payment of sales taxes shall exist  

 
1.1.3 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements directly related to timber 

harvesting concerning: 

 Environment 

 Forest management  

 Biodiversity conservation 

Annex 1: Requirements for evaluating legal conformance at the forest 
level 
1 Compliance with applicable legislation 
 
3. Timber Harvesting  
General requirement: The FME shall operate in conformance with legal 
requirements relating to the harvesting of forest products. 
Management plans and annual operating plans as required by law shall 
exist, contain accurate information and be adequately implemented.  
 

Fully addressed C 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 3.1 Timber harvesting regulations  
Required verifiers:  

  Harvesting shall be conducted within the authorised boundaries of 

the FMU  

 Harvesting shall not take place in areas where harvesting is legally 

prohibited  

 Tree species or selected trees found within the FMU for which felling 

is prohibited shall be listed in operational plans  

 Wood confiscated or seized from illegal operations shall not be 

accepted  

 Harvesting restrictions shall be observed in the field  

 Tree species or selected trees found within the FMU for which felling 

is prohibited shall be marked in the field  

 Harvesting shall be conducted within the authorised boundaries of 

FMU  

 Harvesting shall not take place in areas where harvesting is legally 

prohibited  

 Organisation shall have access to and knowledge of all applicable 

legislation  

3.2 Protected sites and species  
Required verifiers:  

  All legally protected areas (including species habitats) shall be 

included in the management plan or related documentation  

 Procedures for surveying, managing and protecting endangered or 

threatened species within the management unit shall be followed  
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 Nature protection regulations such as protected areas, set-aside 

areas, protected species and hunting regulations shall be observed  

3.3 Environmental requirements  
Required verifiers:  

 Environmental and/or Social Impact Assessments shall be in place 

and approved by the legally competent authority  

 Requirements for environmental monitoring shall be observed  

 Environmental restrictions shall be followed in the field, such as 

requirements related to soil damage, buffer zones, retention trees, 

seasonal restrictions etc.  

3.4 Health and safety  
Required verifiers:  

  Occupational health and safety requirements shall be observed by 

all personal involved in harvesting activities  

 Interviews with staff and contractors shall confirm that legally 

required protection equipment is required/provided by the 

organisation  

3.5 Legal employment  
Required verifiers:  

 Persons involved in harvesting activities shall be employed under a 

formal contract  

 Persons involved in harvesting activities shall be covered by 

obligatory insurances  

 Persons involved in harvesting activities shall hold required 

certificates of competence for the function they carry out  
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 At the very least, least minimum salaries shall be paid for personal 

involved in harvesting activities  

  Salaries shall be paid officially and declared by the employer 

according to requirements for personal involved in harvesting 

activities  

 Employer’s taxes shall be paid according to requirements  

 Minimum age shall be observed for all personnel involved in 

harvesting activities  

 Minimum age shall be observed for all personnel involved in 

hazardous work  

 Stakeholders shall confirm that forced or compulsory labour is not 

involved in harvesting activities  

 

1.1.4 The standard requires compliance with 

third parties’ legal rights concerning use and 

tenure that are affected by timber harvesting. 

 

Annex 1: Requirements for evaluating legal conformance at the forest 
level 
1 Compliance with applicable legislation 
 
4. Third parties’ rights  
General requirement: Legally recognised customary rights shall be 
taken into account in management of forest resources.  
 
4.1 Customary rights  
Required verifiers:  

 Stakeholder consultation shall confirm that customary rights are 

observed during harvesting activities.  

4.2 Free Prior and Informed Consent  
Required verifiers:  

Fully addressed C 
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  Stakeholder consultation shall confirm that free prior and 

informed consent was given where third-parties’ rights have been 

relinquished to a third party  

 

4.3 Indigenous peoples rights  
Required verifiers:  
 Stakeholder consultation shall confirm that indigenous peoples’ 

established rights are not being violated  

1.1.5 The standard requires compliance with 

legal requirements related to trade and 

customs, in so far as the forest sector is 

concerned. 

 

Annex 1: Requirements for evaluating legal conformance at the forest 
level 
1 Compliance with applicable legislation 
 
5. Trade and transport  
General requirement: The FME shall adhere to applicable transport, 
trade, import or export regulations, procedures and restrictions.  

NOTE: Section 5 also covers organisations in the chain from the forest 

to the point at which the forest products reach certified operations (See 

annex 2).  

5.1 Classification of species, quantities, qualities  
Required verifiers:  

 Products shall be correctly classified (species, quantities, qualities 

etc.) on sales documents and custom declarations  

5.2 Trade and transport  
Required verifiers:  

 Species and product types shall be traded legally  

 A required trade permits shall exist  

 All required transport documents shall exists  

5.3 Offshore trading and transfer pricing  

Fully addressed C 
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Required verifiers:  

 If illegal in the country of the supplier or sub-supplier, the products 

shall not have been traded through countries known as “tax 

heavens”  

  There shall be no illegal manipulation in relation to the transfer 

pricing  

Note: When products are sold out of the country for prices significant 

under market prices and then sold to next link in the chain for market 

prices it is usually a clear indicator for tax laundry. Commonly the 

products are not physically transferred to the trading company.  

 

5.4 Custom regulations  
Required verifiers:  

 Products shall be correctly classified (type, custom code, species, 

quantities, qualities, etc.)  

 All required import and exports permits shall be in place  

5.5 CITES  
Required verifiers:  

  All cross border-trade of CITES-listed species shall be documented 

and accompanied by required export, import and re-export 

certificates issued by competent authorities (CITES Management 

Authorities)  
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1.2 National application of legality criteria 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

1.2.1 International schemes, or schemes 

which operate in more than one country, 

must have a system in place to ensure that 

the legality requirements, set out in criteria 

1.1.1 – 1.1.5 of the forest management 

standard, are defined at national level. 

 

The LS require that the requirements for evaluating legal conformance at 
the forest level are adapted to comply at a national level. 
 
Annex 1: Requirements for evaluating legal conformance at the forest 
level  
This annex includes the requirements that forest operations shall comply 
with and shall be used for auditing when a forest management (FM)-level 
audit is chosen as a risk mitigation measure. The table below includes list 
of required verifiers relevant for each category prescribed in the scope of 
legality (see Section B). In some cases some verifiers may not be 
applicable, if there are no related legal requirements in the country.  
Where possible, a national-level legality risk assessment should be 
conducted prior to an FM-level audit to identify the types of legislation at 
higher risk of legal violation, to better focus the audits. For some 
countries, this analysis may have already been undertaken within the FSC 
Controlled Wood process, the results of which can be found on the Forest 
the Global Forest Register (www.globalforestregistry.org). 

Fully addressed C 

 

2. Scheme transparency 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

2.1 Certification/legality verification scheme 

must make its requirements publicly 

available. 

 

Once finalised standards for forest and CoC assessments of NEPCon 

LegalSource will be available on NEPCon’s website: www.nepcon.net 

  

Annex 5. Requirements for LegalSource eligible certification schemes 

1.3 The scheme shall, be established and made available for third-party 
use as a publicly available system of requirements. 

Fully addressed C 

http://www.nepcon.net/
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Section 12 of out LegalSurce Handbook (LS-01)  

12. Publicly available information 

12.1.1.1. Prior to certification, the CAS shall review Salesforce data entry 
to ensure all required information has been entered for LegalSource 
certificate holders.   The contact and certificate scope information for 
each certificate shall be updated at each subsequent evaluation as 
needed. 

12.1.1.2. Public summaries of assessment and audit reports shall be 
published on the NEPCon website. The report template contains clear 
instructions on which part of the report is confidential and which are to 
be made public. 

12.1.1.3. NEPCon shall maintain a public online list of all organisations 
that are LegalSource certified and under NEPCon services as a Monitoring 
organisation. 

 

3. Certification/verification process 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

3.1 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body which is accredited to 

evaluate against a forest management 

standard that covers the legality 

requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 – 1.1.5 

above. 

 

Accreditation is not specifically required in the LS standard. NEPCon is 

operating under accreditation conducted by ASI, DANAK and SWEDAK to 

carry out FSC forest management and CoC certification.  NEPCon is a 

member of ISEAL and as such committed to operate under the ISEAL 

assurance code and in the process of discussion with ASI how an 

oversight system can be established. 

 

 

Partially addressed P 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

 

 

 

3.2 Certification/verification must be 

undertaken by a body whose organisation, 

systems and procedures conform to ISO 

Guide 1706519 or ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or 

publicly available equivalent. 

Conformance is not specifically required in the LS standard. 

NEPCon is a certification body accredited by DANAK to be complied with 

ISO Guide 65. Furthermore, NEPCon in partnership with Rainforest 

Alliance offer FSC certification accredited by ASI. The FSC system 

requires compliance with ISO Guide 65. 

Fully addressed C 

3.3 Certification/ verification audits must 

include review of documentation and system, 

and assessment in the forest. 

 

Annex 1: Requirements for evaluating legal conformance at the forest 
level  

This annex includes the requirements that forest operations shall comply 

with and shall be used for auditing when a forest management (FM)-

level audit is chosen as a risk mitigation measure. 

 
Annex 5. Requirements for LegalSource eligible certification schemes 
1.6 The scheme shall include an effective assurance system in place to 
ensure enforcement of the all applicable requirements.  
 

Fully addressed C 

3.4 Certification/verification audits must be 

carried out at least once every 12 months. 

 

Annex 5. Requirements for LegalSource eligible certification schemes  
1.4 Appropriate checks, including field-visits, shall be carried out by a 
third-party at regular intervals of no longer than 12 months to verify 
compliance.  
 

Fully addressed C 

 

 

 

 

19 ISO Guide 17065 replaced ISO Guide 65 in 2012  
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4. Chain of Custody 

Criteria Findings Comments Score 

4.1 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body which is 

accredited to evaluate CoC standard. 

 

Accreditation is not specifically required in the LS standard. NEPCon is 

offering accredited FSC and PEFC forest management and CoC 

certification. Chain of custody requirements are included in the LS 

standard. Established oversight according to the ISEAL Assurance Code 

will also include the Chain of Custody.  

Partially addressed P 

4.2 Assessment of Chain of Custody must be 

undertaken by a certification body operating 

in accordance with ISO Guide 1706520 or 

ISO/IEC 17021:2011, or publicly available 

equivalent. 

 

Conformance is not specifically required in the LS standard. 

NEPCon is operating under accreditation conducted by ASI, DANAK and 

SWEDAK to carry out FSC forest management and CoC certification.  FSC 

requires certification bodies to be complied with ISO Guide 65.  

NEPCon is a member of ISEAL and as such committed to operate under 

the ISEAL assurance code. 

Fully addressed C 

4.3 There must be a Chain of Custody control 

along the supply chain, from the forest source 

to the final product. 

 

Annex 5. Requirements for LegalSource eligible certification schemes 
1.2 The scheme shall include chain of custody requirements, which shall 
ensure that unacceptable material is not mixed with acceptable material 
in the supply chain and the CoC is unbroken from the source.  
 
See detailed requirements under 4.4  

Fully addressed C 

4.4 If mixing of certified/verified and 

uncertified/unverified material in a product 

or product line is allowed, the 

uncertified/unverified material must be 

G NEPCon LegalSource Standard 

5 Scope of the due diligence system and the LegalSource certification 

5.2 If the organisation is also handling material, which is not included in 
the scope of the LegalSource, it shall ensure that material under the 

Fully addressed C 

 

20 See footnote 1. 
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Criteria Findings Comments Score 

covered by a verifiable system which is 

designed to ensure that it complies with 

legality requirements set out in criteria 1.1.1 

– 1.1.5 above. 

 

LegalSource scope is not mixed with any other material and shall comply 
with the chain of custody requirements in Annex 3.  
Related instructions:  
A written separation procedure shall be developed describing the 
approach and clear delegation of responsibilities. The approach shall 
ensure there is no mixing of acceptable and unacceptable materials 
during storage and at any stage of the production process. The most 
common separation method is called ‘batch’ or ‘lot’ processing. For 
example, when a lot of acceptable wood is handled through a given 
processing phase, unacceptable wood cannot be processed until the 
previous lot, which is correctly identified, documented and controlled, 
moves to the next phase.  
 
Annex 3: Chain of custody requirements  
 
This annex contains general Chain of Custody (CoC) requirements for 
maintaining physical separation of material. It applies to organisations in 
the supply chain handling material that complies with LegalSource 
Standard while also handling materials without LegalSource or other 
recognised certification schemes. The certified organisation itself shall 
comply with these requirements if not all the material they are handling 
is covered by the scope of the LegalSource Standard. The term “legal 
material” is used to indicate material that is in compliance with the 
LegalSource requirements. 
 

1 General CoC requirements  
1.1 The organisation shall define one person as overall responsible for 
the CoC control system and individual persons responsible for each 
part of the CoC control system (purchasing, processing, final storage, 
marking, recordkeeping etc.).  
1.2 The organisation shall develop and maintain documented 
procedures to ensure compliance with all applicable CoC 
requirements.  
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1.3 The organisation shall develop and implement procedures for 
addressing non-conformances identified by auditors.  
1.4 The organisation shall implement training for all applicable staff 
and workers according to the CoC procedures.  
1.5 The organisation shall maintain records applicable to demonstrate 
compliance with this standard.  
1.6 The organisation shall maintain data about the volumes of legal 
material and ensure that it is available for auditors. The volume 
information shall be maintained at minimum for purchased material, 
sold material and material in raw material and final product stock.  
 
2 Purchasing and receiving  
2.1 The organisation shall verify that material purchased meets the 
LegalSource requirements.  
2.2 The organisation shall store material under the certification scope 
as physically separate, secure units.  
2.3 The organisation shall use a distinguishing mark to identify 
certified material.  
 
3 Processing  
3.1 The organisation shall keep certified material physically separate 
during all stages of processing.  
3.2 The organisation shall use a tracking system or production records 
to document production of certified material.  
3.3 The organisation shall ensure that any off-site processing that 
takes place at a sub-contracted facility follows the same CoC 
procedures and is covered by a signed agreement requiring 
compliance with the requirements.  
 
4 Shipping and sales  
4.1 The organisation shall store final certified products as physical 
separate, secure units.  
4.2 The organisation shall use a distinguishing mark to identify final 
certified products.  
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